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Blessed are the poor in spirit
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
+ Matthew 5:3

THE FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

September 6, 2020

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
“Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” Jesus’ disciples asked. Our Lord responded by welcoming a
child into His midst and saying, “Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.”
Children are highly valued by our gracious God for the very reason that they are completely dependent.
On their own, children have nothing and need everything. This is true for all of us in our relationship with God!
On our own, we have nothing good within us. We are simply not able to please God or live according to His will.
Yet, in Christ Jesus, we possess everything good thing! Forgiveness of sins and the sure and certain promise
of life everlasting are given freely to us from the gracious hand of our Savior, who earned our forgiveness by His
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death on the cross. In Christ Jesus, we are completely dependent, and
wonderfully so! We are children, blessed and loved, of our Father in heaven. Thanks be to God through Christ Jesus!
Yours in Christ Jesus, +Pastor Griebenaw
Pastor’s phone: 760-679-3699
Pastor’s email: pastor@gracelutheranelcentro.org

T MATINS T
OPENING HYMN: Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now

LSB 902

Text and tune: Public domain

Stand

OPENING VERSICLES

Psalm 51:15; Psalm 70:1
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PSALMODY

Venite

Psalm 95: 1–7
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Sit

OFFICE HYMN: My Soul, Now Praise Your Maker

LSB 5820

Text and tune: Public domain

READINGS
OLD TESTAMENT READING
Ezekiel 33:7–9
P The Old Testament Reading is from Ezekiel, chapter 33.
7
“So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you hear a word
from My mouth, you shall give them warning from Me. 8If I say to the wicked, O wicked one, you shall
surely die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from his way, that wicked person shall die
in his iniquity, but his blood I will require at your hand. 9But if you warn the wicked to turn from his way,
and he does not turn from his way, that person shall die in his iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul.”
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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EPISTLE READING
P The Epistle is from Romans, chapter 13.

Romans 13:1–10

1

Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God,
and those that exist have been instituted by God. 2Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what
God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. 3For rulers are not a terror to good conduct,
but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will
receive his approval, 4for he is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not
bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer.
5
Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid God’s wrath but also for the sake of conscience.
6
For the same reason you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this very thing.
7
Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed,
respect to whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed.
8
Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law.
9
The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal,
You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love
your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand

ALLELUIA & VERSE

Matthew 5:3

Alleluia. Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Alleluia.

HOLY GOSPEL
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter.

Matthew 18:1–20

At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?”
And calling to Him a child, He put him in the midst of them 3and said, “Truly, I say to you, unless you
turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4Whoever humbles himself
like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.
5
“Whoever receives one such child in My name receives Me, 6but whoever causes one of these
little ones who believe in Me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great millstone fastened around
his neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea.
7
“Woe to the world for temptations to sin! For it is necessary that temptations come, but woe
to the one by whom the temptation comes! 8And if your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off
and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life crippled or lame than with two hands or two feet to be
thrown into the eternal fire. 9And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. It is better
for you to enter life with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into the hell of fire.
10
“See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that in heaven their angels always
see the face of My Father who is in heaven. 11For the Son of Man came to save the lost. 12What do you think?
If a man has a hundred sheep and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine
on the mountains and go in search of the one that went astray? 13And if he finds it, truly, I say to you,
he rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine that never went astray. 14So it is not the will of
My Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones should perish.
1

2
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“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens
to you, you have gained your brother. 16But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you,
that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17If he refuses to listen
to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile
and a tax collector. 18Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven,
and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 19Again I say to you, if two of you agree
on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by My Father in heaven. 20For where two
or three are gathered in My name, there am I among them.”
15

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

RESPONSORY

Psalm 119:89; 26:8; Luke 11:28

Sit

SERMON

Rev. Griebenaw

Stand

CANTICLE
TE DEUM: We Praise You, O God
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PRAYER
Kneel (or remain standing)

KYRIE

Mark 10:47
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LORD’S PRAYER

Matthew 6:9–13

COLLECTS

Collect of the Day
P O God, from whom all good proceeds, grant to us, Your humble servants, Your holy inspiration,
that we may set our minds on the things that are right and, by Your merciful guiding, accomplish them;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Collect for Blessing on the Word
P Lord Jesus Christ, giver and perfecter of our faith, we thank and praise You for continuing among us
the preaching of Your Gospel for our instruction and edification. Send Your blessing upon the Word,
which has been spoken to us, and by Your Holy Spirit increase our saving knowledge of You, that day by day
we may be strengthened in the divine truth and remain steadfast in Your grace. Give us strength to fight
the good fight and by faith to overcome all the temptations of Satan, the flesh, and the world so that we
may finally receive the salvation of our souls; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
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Additional collects may be prayed following the same form and response. The prayers conclude with the Collect for Grace.

Collect for Grace
P O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely brought us to the beginning
of this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty power and grant that this day we fall into no sin,
neither run into any kind of danger, but that all our doings, being ordered by Your governance, may be
righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Stand

BENEDICAMUS

Psalm 103:1

BENEDICTION

2 Corinthians 13:14

CLOSING HYMN: Abide, O Dearest Jesus

5 Abide with Your protection
Among us, Lord, our strength
Lest world and Satan fell us
And overcome at length

LSB 919

6 Abide, O faithful Savior,
Among us with Your love;
Grant steadfastness and help us
To reach our home above.
Text and tune: Public domain

T SOLI DEO GLORIA T
(TO GOD ALONE BE THE GLORY)
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SOME FINAL THOUGHTS FROM YOUR PASTOR
Brothers and sisters,
Happy Labor Day! And welcome to September!
Is it just me or does it feel like it should still be March? It’s almost like my internal calendar just stopped
when the stay-at-home orders began, even though we’ve had a whole lot of holidays since then—Holy Week,
Easter, Pentecost, Leo’s 4th Birthday, my 41st birthday, Holly’s *undisclosed* birthday (just so you know, she’s
younger than me and not yet in her 40s). In fact, this week Holly and I celebrate our 11th Wedding Anniversary!
Our 10th Anniversary was strange enough, with Sam’s birth only one week away (and all the accompanying
changes to life with a newborn child) . . . but with the pandemic and whatnot, this one feels strange too. And, of
course, next week will be little Sam’s FIRST BIRTHDAY! How did that happen?! He’s just a newborn!
But that brings me back to where we are today: Labor Day Weekend. Now, according to the United States
Department of Labor (www.dol.gov/general/laborday/history), the official meaning of Labor Day is a day
“dedicated to the social and economic achievements of the American worker.” In practice, it is a day off and day
for special sales at your favorite retailer (ahhh, the irony of making more work for the “American worker” on the
weekend to celebrate the “American worker” LOL!).
But for me, Labor Day makes me think of “vocation”—the fancy word used in theology to talk about the
“work” that we do in our lives, the activities we are called to do, and the roles we are given to fulfill. None of our
vocations are easy—thankfully not all of them are hard at the same time or in the same way. I find this especially
true with children: they always keep you guessing and, as they learn and grow, things are always changing. I
guess it was fitting that the Gospel message today highlighted kids and reminded us that we are all very much
children in the eyes of our heavenly Father, always learning and growing and needing grace and forgiveness!
I found on the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod’s website a really nice (and SHORT) webpage about
Vocation and I really hope you’ll check it out: www.lcms.org/life-ministry/library/vocation). It does a really good
job of summarizing the Biblical understanding of Vocation in a simple and approachable way. Also, I’ve talked
about it before and remind you again of the great resource we have in the Small Catechism’s Table of Duties
(where the roles and responsibilities given to each of us are discussed in view of God’s Word). Truly the
Catechism is a great gift that all too many of us Christians set aside after Confirmation (in other words, pick up
your Small Catechism and give it a read or look it up online—catechism.cph.org).
Beyond reacquainting yourself with the Small Catechism, I hope that you’ll join me for our Study of the
Psalms on “Zoom” every Tuesday at Noon (ending by 1:00pm). We socialize for the first 15 minutes and work
through the psalm from 12:15pm to 12:45pm, finishing by 1:00pm. This week we study Psalm 20.
 To join the study on your computer, go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7603525715
 To join by phone, call either “669-900-9128” or “346-248-7799” and enter 7603525715#
And tune-in to Facebook each Wednesday night at 7:00pm for a short (30-minute) service of prayer and
meditation on the psalm. The service folder will be on our website (www.GraceLutheranElCentro.org) and the livestream will be on our Facebook page (www.facebook.com/GraceLutheranElCentro).
Lastly, please continue to mail your tithes and offerings to the church's post office box:
Grace Evangelical-Lutheran Church, PO Box 1530, El Centro, CA 92244-1530.
Yours in Christ Jesus, +Pastor Griebenaw
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