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MIDWEEK DEVOTION

September 2, 2020

T COMPLINE T
Kneel or Stand

Opening Versicles

Exhortation
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence for self-examination.

L
C
L
C
Stand

Holy and gracious God,
I confess that I have sinned against You this day. Some of my sin I know—the thoughts and words
and deeds of which I am ashamed—but some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ
I ask forgiveness. Deliver and restore me that I may rest in peace.
By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ, and in Him we are forgiven.
We rest now in His peace and rise in the morning to serve Him.
Amen.

T Psalmody T
Psalm 19; antiphon: v. 14
The pastor and congregation chant responsively. The antiphon is chanted by the pastor before and after the psalm.

Psalm

(Antiphon) Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable | in Your sight,*

O LORD, my rock and my re- | deemer.
1

2

3

4

5
6

The heavens declare the glo- | ry of God,*
and the sky above proclaims His | handiwork.
Day to day | pours out speech,*
and night to night reveals | knowledge.
There is no speech, nor | are there words,*
whose voice | is not heard.
Their measuring line goes out through | all the earth,*
and their words to the end | of the world.
In them He has set a tent | for the sun,*
which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his chamber, and, like a strong man, runs its | course with joy.
Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the | end of them,*
and there is nothing hidden | from its heat.

7

The law of the LORD is perfect, reviv- | ing the soul;*
the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the | simple;
8
the precepts of the LORD are right, rejoic- | ing the heart;*
the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlighten- | ing the eyes;
9
the fear of the LORD is clean, enduring for- | ever;*
the just decrees of the LORD are true, and righteous alto- | gether.
10
More to be desired are they than gold, even | much fine gold;*
sweeter also than honey and drippings of the | honeycomb.
11
Moreover, by them is Your | servant warned;*
in keeping them there is | great reward.
12

Who can dis- | cern his errors?*
Declare me innocent from | hidden faults.
13
Keep back Your servant also from presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion | over me!*
Then I shall be blameless, and innocent of great trans- | gression.
14
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable | in Your sight,*
O LORD, my rock and my re- | deemer.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Sit

The antiphon is repeated.

Office Hymn: The Law of God Is Good and Wise

5 The Law is good; but since the fall
Its holiness condemns us all;
It dooms us for our sin to die
And has no pow’r to justify.

LSB 579

6 To Jesus we for refuge flee,
Who from the curse has set us free,
And humbly worship at His throne,
Saved by His grace through faith alone.
Text and tune: Public Domain

T Readings T
First Reading
Isaiah 9:2–7
2
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,
on them has light shined. 3You have multiplied the nation; You have increased its joy; they rejoice before
You as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 4For the yoke of his burden, and
the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, You have broken as on the day of Midian. 5For every
boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for
the fire. 6For to us a Child is born, to us a Son is given; and the government shall be upon His shoulder,
and His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7
Of the increase of His government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over
His kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and
forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
Silence for reflection.

Second Reading
1 Peter 2:1–5, 9
1
2
So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander. Like newborn infants,
long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to salvation— 3if indeed you have tasted that
the Lord is good. 4As you come to Him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and
precious, 5you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood,
to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. . . .
9
[Y]ou are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for His own possession, that you
may proclaim the excellencies of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.
Silence for reflection.

Holy Gospel
John 1:1–5
1
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the
beginning with God. 3All things were made through Him, and without Him was not any thing made
that was made. 4In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness has not overcome it.
Silence for reflection.

Responsory

Psalm 31:5

Meditation on the Psalm

T Prayer T
Kneel or Stand

One or more of the following are prayed.
L Be present, merciful God, and protect us through the hours of this night, so that we who are wearied by
the changes and chances of life may find our rest in You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
L O Lord, support us all the day long of this troubled life, until the shadows lengthen and the evening
comes and the busy world is hushed, the fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then, Lord, in Your
mercy grant us a safe lodging and a holy rest and peace at the last; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
L Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in Your great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of
this night; for the love of Your only Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
L Visit our dwellings, O Lord, and drive from them all the snares of the enemy; let Your holy angels dwell
with us to preserve us in peace; and let Your blessing be on us always; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
L Eternal God, the hours both of day and night are Yours, and to You the darkness is no threat. Be present,
we pray, with those who labor in these hours of night, especially those who watch and work on behalf of
others. Grant them diligence in their watching, faithfulness in their service, courage in danger, and
competence in emergencies. Help them to meet the needs of others with confidence and compassion;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
L Abide with us, Lord, for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent. Abide with us and with Your
whole Church. Abide with us at the end of the day, at the end of our life, at the end of the world. Abide
with us with Your grace and goodness, with Your holy Word and Sacrament, with Your strength and
blessing. Abide with us when the night of affliction and temptation comes upon us, the night of fear and
despair, the night when death draws near. Abide with us and with all the faithful, now and forever.

Lord’s Prayer
P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

LSB 957

Stand

Nunc Dimittis

Luke 2: 29–32

Benediction

T SOLI DEO GLORIA T
(TO GOD ALONE BE THE GLORY)

