Grace Evangelical-Lutheran Church (LCMS)
8th and Holt – PO Box 1530, El Centro, CA 92244-1530

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

April 26, 2020

“Did not our hearts burn within us
while He talked to us on the road,
while He opened to us
the Scriptures?”
+ Luke 24:32

Road to Emmaus by Robert Zund, 1877 – Public Domain

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
Each Sunday of the Easter season highlights one or another dimension of our Lord’s resurrection victory,
delivering to us the benefits of His cross and empty tomb. Pay special attention to the words of today’s Collect
(the chief prayer of the day): “O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up the fallen world. Grant
to Your faithful people, rescued from the peril of everlasting death, perpetual gladness and eternal joys.”
How is it that we receive this joy and gladness?
Our first reading from Acts 2 declares that God has made Jesus, His crucified Son, “both Lord and Christ
(Acts 2:36), whereby He rescues us from the distress and anguish of death, giving us new birth of the
imperishable seed of God’s living and abiding Word, as we read in the epistle from 1 Peter 1(:23). The Psalm
assigned for today highlights this, recalling that in Christ we may “walk before the LORD in the land of the living
(Ps 116:9).” In the Gospel from Luke 24(:13-35), our risen Lord reveals Himself to the sad-hearted Emmaus
disciples, turning their grief into joy.
Joy in the Lord’s salvation is the thread that runs through our readings this day—and the thread that runs
through our lives as citizens of His Kingdom, “for the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking but
of righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit” (Romans 14:17, emphasis added).
Yours in Christ Jesus,
+Pastor Griebenaw
Pastor’s phone: (760) 679-3699

Pastor’s email: pastor@gracelutheranelcentro.org

T MATINS T
OPENING HYMN: With High Delight Let Us Unite

LSB 483

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000347
Tune: Public domain

Stand

OPENING VERSICLES

Psalm 51:15; Psalm 70:1
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PSALMODY

Venite

Psalm 95: 1–7

Sit
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OFFICE HYMN: Who Are You Who Walk in Sorrow

Text: © 2000 National Association of Pastoral Musicians. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000347
Tune: Public domain
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LSB 476

READINGS
FIRST READING

Acts 2:14a, 36–41

14

36

Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them, . . . Let all the house of
Israel therefore know for certain that God has made Him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you
crucified.”
37
Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles,
“Brothers, what shall we do?” 38And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
39
For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our
God calls to Himself.” 40And with many other words he bore witness and continued to exhort them,
saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked generation.” 41So those who received his word were baptized,
and there were added that day about three thousand souls.
L O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING

1 Peter 1:17–25

If you call on Him as Father who judges impartially according to each one’s deeds, conduct
yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile, 18knowing that you were ransomed from the futile
ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, 19but with the
precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. 20He was foreknown before the
foundation of the world but was made manifest in the last times for your sake, 21who through Him are
believers in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in
God.
22
Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly love, love one
another earnestly from a pure heart, 23since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of
imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God; 24for
“All flesh is like grass
and all its glory like the flower of grass.
The grass withers,
and the flower falls,
25
but the word of the LORD remains forever.”
And this word is the good news that was preached to you.
17

L O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand

ALLELUIA & VERSE

Romans 6:9; Luke 24:32
Alleluia. We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; death no longer has
dominion over Him. Alleluia. Did not our hearts burn within us while he talked to us on the road,
while he opened to us the Scriptures? Alleluia.

-5-

HOLY GOSPEL

Luke 24:13–35

P The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter.

13

That very day two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven miles from
Jerusalem, 14and they were talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 15While they
were talking and discussing together, Jesus Himself drew near and went with them. 16But their eyes were
kept from recognizing Him. 17And He said to them, “What is this conversation that you are holding with
each other as you walk?” And they stood still, looking sad. 18Then one of them, named Cleopas, answered
Him, “Are You the only visitor to Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in
these days?” 19And He said to them, “What things?” And they said to Him, “Concerning Jesus of
Nazareth, a Man who was a Prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20and how
our chief priests and rulers delivered Him up to be condemned to death, and crucified Him. 21But we had
hoped that He was the One to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these
things happened. 22Moreover, some women of our company amazed us. They were at the tomb early in
the morning, 23and when they did not find His body, they came back saying that they had even seen
a vision of angels, who said that He was alive. 24Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and
found it just as the women had said, but Him they did not see.” 25And He said to them, “O foolish ones,
and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26Was it not necessary that the Christ
should suffer these things and enter into His glory?” 27And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets,
He interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself.
28
So they drew near to the village to which they were going. He acted as if He were going farther,
29
but they urged Him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, for it is toward evening and the day is now
far spent.” So He went in to stay with them. 30When He was at table with them, He took the bread
and blessed and broke it and gave it to them. 31And their eyes were opened, and they recognized Him.
And He vanished from their sight. 32They said to each other, “Did not our hearts burn within us while
He talked to us on the road, while He opened to us the Scriptures?” 33And they rose that same hour and
returned to Jerusalem. And they found the eleven and those who were with them gathered together,
34
saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!” 35Then they told what had happened
on the road, and how He was known to them in the breaking of the bread.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

RESPONSORY: Easter

Psalm 96:2; Psalm 29:1–2; 1 Corinthians 15:220

Sit
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SERMON

Rev. Griebenaw

CANTICLE
Stand

TE DEUM: We Praise You, O God
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PRAYER
Kneel (or remain standing)

KYRIE

Mark 10:47

LORD’S PRAYER

Matthew 6:9–13
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COLLECTS

Collect of the Day
P Let us pray.
O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up the fallen world. Grant to Your faithful people,
rescued from the peril of everlasting death, perpetual gladness and eternal joys; through the same
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Collect During an Epidemic
P Almighty God, heavenly Father, give us grace to trust You during this time of illness and distress. In mercy
put an end to the epidemic that afflicts us. Grant relief to those who suffer, and comfort all that mourn.
Sustain all medical personnel in their labors, and cause Your people ever to serve You in righteousness and
holiness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Additional collects may be prayed with the same form and response. The prayers then conclude with the Collect for Grace.

Collect for Grace
P O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely brought us to the beginning of
this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty power and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither
run into any kind of danger, but that all our doings, being ordered by Your governance, may be righteous
in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Stand

BENEDICAMUS

Psalm 103:1
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BENEDICTION

2 Corinthians 13:14

CLOSING HYMN: We Know That Christ Is Raised

LSB 603

Text: © John B. Geyer. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000347
Tune: Public domain

T SOLI DEO GLORIA T
(TO GOD ALONE BE THE GLORY)

Acknowledgments
Matins from Lutheran Service Book
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®),
© 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2018 Concordia Publishing House.
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SOME FINAL THOUGHTS FROM YOUR PASTOR
Brothers and sisters,
How has it been over a month that Governor Newsom’s Stay-at-Home Order has been in effect?
On the one hand, it feels like it has been forever! But on the other hand, it doesn’t seem like it’s been
over a month—the strangeness of being separated hasn’t worn off and it still seems odd to see everyone
wearing a facemask. Wouldn’t this have started to feel “normal” yet? Then again, it might not feel like
it’s been a month because, without the usual course and flow of life, the days just stream together.
Have you felt that, too? And, I just miss “us” – the Church . . . gathering on Sunday, having some coffee
together, doing Bible studies after church and with the men and the ladies, and the midweek gatherings
that we had during Lent (yes, those are usually just an Advent and Lent thing but I still miss them).
So let’s get back to it! 
Starting this week, let’s have a Bible study together – men and women, young and old, friends and
whoever else wants to “zoom” on by. Yes, that’s a little joke. We’ll be starting to have a Bible study on
Tuesdays at just past Noon using the “Zoom” platform – it allows you to join with video on your
computer or smartphone (so that we can see each other’s smiling faces) or by telephone (in case you
don’t have a computer/smartphone or just prefer hanging-out in your pajamas all day and not letting
anyone know).
Instructions for how to join the “Zoom” meeting will come in a separate email and we’ll also have
details on the website and our Facebook page. I picked Noon on Tuesdays so that, if you happen to still
be working (either at your office or at home), you could join us during your lunch hour. I will open the
Zoom meeting at Noon so we can have a little social time before we start the study at 12:15pm. I’ll keep
the session to 30 minutes (so our working folks can finish lunch and clean up before 1:00pm) and we
can do a little more socializing at the end.
Also starting this week, we’ll have a short service every Wednesday night at 7:00pm streaming on
Facebook Live. Just like our Sunday services, I’ll have a full service folder loaded on our website
(www.GraceLutheranElCentro.org) that has all the hymns and the full liturgy. I hope that you’ll take the
time to join me every Wednesday night.
I pray that our time together this day has brought you joy, comfort, and the light of Christ Jesus into
your homes. While we are apart from the Lord’s house, let us hold fast to God’s Word and earnestly
study it each day, for it is written that we may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that
by believing we may have life in His name.
Lastly, while our physical gatherings are suspended, please remember that the work of Christ's
church continues. Please mail your tithes and offerings to the church's post office box:
Grace Evangelical-Lutheran Church
PO Box 1530
El Centro, CA 92244-1530.
Yours in Christ Jesus,
+Pastor Griebenaw
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