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T COMPLINE T
Kneel or Stand

Opening Versicles

Exhortation
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence for self-examination.

L
C
L
C
Stand

Holy and gracious God,
I confess that I have sinned against You this day. Some of my sin I know—the thoughts and words
and deeds of which I am ashamed—but some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ
I ask forgiveness. Deliver and restore me that I may rest in peace.
By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ, and in Him we are forgiven.
We rest now in His peace and rise in the morning to serve Him.
Amen.

T Psalmody T
Psalm

Psalm 30; antiphon: v. 4
The pastor and congregation chant responsively. The antiphon is chanted by the pastor before and after the psalm.

(Antiphon) Sing praises to the LORD, O | you His saints,*

and give thanks to His | holy name.
1

I will extol You, O LORD, for You have | drawn me up*
and have not let my foes rejoice | over me.
2
O LORD my God, I cried to | You for help,*
and You have | healed me.
3
O LORD, You have brought up my soul | from Sheol;*
You restored me to life from among those who go down | to the pit.
4
Sing praises to the LORD, O | you His saints,*
and give thanks to His | holy name.
5
For His anger is but for a moment, and His favor is for a | lifetime.*
Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the | morning.
6
As for me, I said in my pros- | perity,*
“I shall nev- | er be moved.”
7
By Your favor, O LORD, You made my mountain | stand strong;*
You hid Your face; I | was dismayed.
8
To You, O | LORD, I cry,*
and to the LORD I plead for | mercy:
9
“What profit is there in my death, if I go down | to the pit?*
Will the dust praise You? Will it tell of Your | faithfulness?
10
Hear, O LORD, and be merci- | ful to me!*
O LORD, be my | helper!”
11
You have turned for me my mourning into | dancing;*
You have loosed my sackcloth and clothed me with | gladness,
12
that my glory may sing Your praise and not be | silent.*
O LORD my God, I will give thanks to You for- | ever!
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
The antiphon is repeated.
Sit

Office Hymn: O Jesus, King Most Wonderful

LSB 554, sts. 1–3

Text and tune: Public Domain

T Readings T
First Reading
2 Samuel 5:1–4
1
Then all the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron and said, “Behold, we are your bone and flesh.
2
In times past, when Saul was king over us, it was you who led out and brought in Israel.
And the LORD said to you, ‘You shall be shepherd of My people Israel, and you shall be prince over Israel.’”
3
So all the elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron, and King David made a covenant with them at Hebron
before the LORD, and they anointed David king over Israel. 4David was thirty years old when he began to reign,
and he reigned forty years.
Silence for reflection.

Second Reading
Colossians 3:1–15
1
If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the
right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. 3For you have died,
and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will
appear with Him in glory.
5
Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire,
and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6On account of these the wrath of God is coming. 7In these you too
once walked, when you were living in them. 8But now you must put them all away: anger, wrath, malice,
slander, and obscene talk from your mouth. 9Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off
the old self with its practices 10and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge
after the image of its creator. 11Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised,
barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all.
12
Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassion, kindness, humility, meekness,
and patience, 13bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other;
as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14And above all these put on love, which binds
everything together in perfect harmony. 15And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed
you were called in one body. And be thankful.
Silence for reflection.

Holy Gospel
John 10:22–30
22
23
At that time the Feast of Dedication took place at Jerusalem. It was winter, and Jesus was walking
in the temple, in the colonnade of Solomon. 24So the Jews gathered around Him and said to Him,
“How long will You keep us in suspense? If You are the Christ, tell us plainly.”
25
Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in My Father’s name
bear witness about Me, 26but you do not believe because you are not part of My flock. 27My sheep
hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. 28I give them eternal life, and they will never perish,
and no one will snatch them out of My hand. 29My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all,
and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. 30I and the Father are one.”
Silence for reflection.

Responsory

Psalm 31:5

Meditation on the Psalm
Responsory Hym: O Jesus, King Most Wonderful

LSB 554, sts. 1, 4–5

Text and tune: Public Domain

T Prayer T
Kneel or Stand

One or more of the following are prayed.
L Be present, merciful God, and protect us through the hours of this night, so that we who are wearied
by the changes and chances of life may find our rest in You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
L O Lord, support us all the day long of this troubled life, until the shadows lengthen and the evening comes
and the busy world is hushed, the fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then, Lord, in Your mercy
grant us a safe lodging and a holy rest and peace at the last; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
L Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in Your great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers
of this night; for the love of Your only Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
L Visit our dwellings, O Lord, and drive from them all the snares of the enemy; let Your holy angels dwell
with us to preserve us in peace; and let Your blessing be on us always; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
L Eternal God, the hours both of day and night are Yours, and to You the darkness is no threat. Be present,
we pray, with those who labor in these hours of night, especially those who watch and work on behalf
of others. Grant them diligence in their watching, faithfulness in their service, courage in danger, and
competence in emergencies. Help them to meet the needs of others with confidence and compassion;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
L Abide with us, Lord, for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent. Abide with us and with Your
whole Church. Abide with us at the end of the day, at the end of our life, at the end of the world.
Abide with us with Your grace and goodness, with Your holy Word and Sacrament, with Your strength
and blessing. Abide with us when the night of affliction and temptation comes upon us, the night of fear
and despair, the night when death draws near. Abide with us and with all the faithful, now and forever.

Lord’s Prayer
P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

LSB 957

Stand

Nunc Dimittis

Luke 2: 29–32

Benediction

T SOLI DEO GLORIA T
(TO GOD ALONE BE THE GLORY)

