Grace Evangelical-Lutheran Church (LCMS)
8th and Holt – PO Box 1530, El Centro, CA 92244-1530

“I am the good shepherd.
I know My own and My own know Me.”
+ John 10:14

T HE F OURTH S UNDAY OF E ASTER

April 25, 2021

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
The Fourth Sunday of Easter is often called
“Good Shepherd Sunday.”
Today, we reflect on how the Holy Spirit
continues to direct the Church to “hear the
voice of our Shepherd” (Collect) as we live in
this “valley of the shadow of death” (Introit).
In Jesus, our Good Shepherd, we know
what true love actually is, for He lays down His
life for us (Epistle), His sheep (Gospel).
Moreover, as our Good Shepherd leads us to
our eternal home, we love one another as
He first loved us (1 John 3:23; 4:19).
Through the love of the Church and the
Word that she confesses, the Spirit calls others
in this lost world to hear the Good Shepherd’s
voice (John 10:16).
Yours in Christ Jesus,
+Pastor Griebenaw
Pastor’s phone:
760-679-3699
Pastor’s email:
pastor@gracelutheranelcentro.org

“The Good Shepherd” by Bernhard Plockhorst (1825-1907), Public Domain
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T DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING THREE T
HYMN OF INVOCATION: Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing

LSB 475

Text: © 1958, renewed 1986 Hymns Ancient and Modern Ltd., admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000347;
Tune: Public Domain

Stand – The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

LSB 184
Matthew 28:19b; [18:20]

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father,
beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
[Hebrews 10:22]
P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.

Psalm 124:8

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Psalm 32:5

Kneel (or remain standing) — Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by nature sinful
and unclean and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for
refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.
C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have mercy upon us
and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us
true knowledge of You and of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end
that by Your grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only Son to die for us and
for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe on His name He gives power to become the
children of God and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be saved.
Grant this, Lord, unto us all.
C Amen.

Mark 16:16; John 1:12

Stand
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SERVICE OF THE WORD
INTROIT

Psalm 23; antiphon: John 10:14, 15b
The pastor and congregation chant responsively. The antiphon is chanted by the pastor before and after the psalm.

(Antiphon) I am the Good | Shepherd.*

I know My own and My own know Me, and I lay down My life | for the sheep.
1

2

3

The LORD is my | shepherd;*
I | shall not want.
He makes me lie down in green | pastures.*
He leads me beside still | waters.
He re- | stores my soul.*
He leads me in paths of righteousness for His | name’s sake.

4

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for You are | with me;*
Your rod and Your staff, they | comfort me.

5

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my | enemies;*
You anoint my head with oil; my cup | overflows.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life,*
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD for- | ever.

6

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
The antiphon is repeated.

KYRIE

Mark 10:47

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS

Luke 2:14; John 1:29
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death the Shepherd of Your sheep,
grant us Your Holy Spirit that when we hear the voice of our Shepherd we may know Him
who calls us each by name and follow where He leads; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Sit
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FIRST READING
P The First Reading is from the Acts of the Apostles, chapter four.

Acts 4:1–12

1

As they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the temple and the Sadducees
came upon them, 2greatly annoyed because they were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus
the resurrection from the dead. 3And they arrested them and put them in custody until the next day, for it was
already evening. 4But many of those who had heard the word believed, and the number of the men
came to about five thousand.
5
On the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered together in Jerusalem, 6with Annas
the high priest and Caiaphas and John and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family.
7
And when they had set them in the midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?”
8
Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, 9if we are being
examined today concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by what means this man has been healed,
10
let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth,
whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by Him this man is standing before you well.
11
This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone.
12
And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men
by which we must be saved.”
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
GRADUAL

adapt. from Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6

The pastor and congregation chant responsively by half-verse.

Christ has risen | from the dead.*
[God the Father] has crowned Him with glory and | honor.
He has given Him dominion over the works | of His hands;*
He has put all things un- | der His feet.
EPISTLE
1 John 3:16–24
P The Epistle is from First John, chapter three.
16
By this we know love, that He laid down His life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers.
17
But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does
God’s love abide in him? 18Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.
19
By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our heart before Him; 20for whenever
our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and He knows everything. 21Beloved, if our heart
does not condemn us, we have confidence before God; 22and whatever we ask we receive from Him,
because we keep His commandments and do what pleases Him. 23And this is His commandment,
that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as He has commanded us.
24
Whoever keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in them. And by this we know that He abides
in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
ALLELUIA & VERSE

Romans 6:9; John 10:14

Alleluia. We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again;
death no longer has dominion over Him. Alleluia.
I am the good shepherd. I know My own and My own know Me. Alleluia. The alleluias are repeated.
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HOLY GOSPEL
P The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the tenth chapter.

John 10:11–18 (NKJV)

“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep. 12But a hireling, he who is
not the shepherd, one who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees;
and the wolf catches the sheep and scatters them. 13The hireling flees because he is a hireling and
does not care about the sheep. 14I am the good shepherd. I know My sheep, and am known by My own.
15
As the Father knows Me, even so I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep.
16
And other sheep I have which are not of this fold; them also I must bring, and they will hear My voice;
and there will be one flock and one shepherd.
17
“Therefore My Father loves Me, because I lay down My life that I may take it up again.
18
No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power
to take it again. This command I have received from My Father.”
11

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Stand

NICENE CREED
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
Sit
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HYMN OF THE DAY: The King of Love My Shepherd Is

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
Thine unction grace bestoweth;
And, oh, what transport of delight
From Thy pure chalice floweth!

LSB 709

D 6 And so through all the length of days
Thy goodness faileth never;
Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise
Within Thy house forever!
Text and tune: Public Domain

SERMON

Rev. Griebenaw

After the sermon, the pastor may say:

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding,
keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.
C Amen.

Philippians 4:7

Stand

OFFERTORY

Psalm 51:10–12
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Kneel (or remain standing)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

(1 Timothy 2:1–4)

P
C

In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

P

That the Good Shepherd of Israel, who has sought His sheep and gathered us with them into one flock,
would keep us always in His fold and guard us from every wolf and snare, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

C
P

C
P
C
P
C
P

C
P

C
P

C

For the Church and flock of God, that as new life was breathed into the world through the resurrection
of Christ, so now by His Holy Spirit new life would be breathed into her also; and that, freed by
His Gospel, we may always confess the name of Jesus Christ — the only name given among men
by which we must be saved, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For an increase in the love of Christian brothers one to another, especially within our own homes,
that we may daily show our confidence in God by deed and truth, laying down our lives as Christ
first did for us, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For the gift of good government, that as the Paschal Lamb has wrought peace between man and God,
so He would grant peace and good days also to our citizens and between the nations of the world;
and that we and all our neighbors may lead quiet lives in godly contentment, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
In thanksgiving for our risen Christ, the firstfruits from the dead, who has secured forgiveness for our
troubled consciences, that He would look up and behold all who suffer any affliction of mind, body,
or soul; and that He would grant us aid not only in this moment, but even more so, His true, immortal
health in the world to come, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For a right and salutary reception of the blessed Sacrament this day, that our Good Shepherd would
calm all fears in this valley of the shadow of death through the holy meal here prepared in the presence
of our enemies; that He would give us repentance and an increase of faith; and that in every tribulation
or besetting sin, He would lead us to find comfort and strength in the overflowing mercy given us in
His true body and most precious blood, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
Lord God, out of Your fatherly goodness You have remembered us poor, miserable sinners and given
Your beloved Son to be our Shepherd — not only to nourish us by His Word, but also to defend us
from sin, death, and the devil. Grant us Your Holy Spirit, that even as this Shepherd knows us and
helps in every affliction, we also may know Him, trust Him, seek help and comfort in Him,
heartily obey His voice, and obtain eternal salvation; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

The live-stream service concludes with the following:
LORD’S PRAYER
P
C

Matthew 6:9–13

Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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CONCLUDING COLLECT
P Let us pray.
O God of all grace, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to bring life and immortality to light. We give
You thanks that by His death He destroyed the power of death and by His resurrection He opened the kingdom
of heaven to all believers. Strengthen us in the confidence that because He lives we shall live also, and that
neither death nor life nor things present nor things to come will be able to separate us from Your love, which
is in Christ Jesus, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Stand

BENEDICTION

Numbers 6:24–26

The Divine Service continues with the Lord’s Supper for those at the church. Please sing/read aloud the closing hymn and
come by later for Holy Communion between 10:30am and 11:30am, parking by the concrete ramp along Holt Avenue.

CLOSING HYMN: Children of the Heavenly Father

Text: © Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000347; Tune: Public Domain

T SOLI DEO GLORIA T
(TO GOD ALONE BE THE GLORY)
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LSB 725

SOME FINAL THOUGHTS FROM YOUR PASTOR
Brothers and Sisters,
Alleluia! Christ is Risen! . . . He is risen, indeed! Alleluia!
I don’t think Holly has shared with most of you that she was involved in a rather serious car accident during
her freshman year of high school, resulting in an unexpected helicopter ride on a “Flight for Life.” Long story short,
she was ejected from the back seat of the car (which, by the way, was NOT equipped with seatbelts—Holly is
always safety conscious so this one isn’t her fault). She landed on a pile of concrete rubble down in a ditch by the
road and was pretty mangled—she even had to have her left hip screwed back together (and then had to have the
screws removed once things were finally holding together).
She spent several months in a wheelchair (and still cheered on the cheerleading squad . . . which apparently can
be done from a wheelchair!). Eventually, she ditched the wheels and moved to crutches. Finally, the day came when
she could walk on her own! Holly wasn’t reckless (it just isn’t her nature) but you know what?! Amidst all of her
numerous injuries, the doctors had missed a break in her ankle. Holly ended up having to go back on crutches.
I’m sharing with you this story (with Holly’s permission) because I think
it is a fitting reminder that no matter how “ready” and anxious we are to get
“back to normal” there may yet be unforeseen complications.
It has been about three weeks since Imperial County moved from the
Purple to Orange Tier of California’s Blueprint for a Safer Economy (that is
the name of the reopening plan . . . I looked it up). Quite a few more things
are “opening up” and our daily lives are moving closer to “normal.”
That being said, the Orange Tier isn’t the “most open” (there is still the
Yellow Tier . . . and I can’t help but wonder why the chart I looked at didn’t
have a “tier” for Back-to-Normal but I trust we’ll get there eventually).
This week, we resume communion at the altar rail. Not everyone is
totally comfortable with this (and that is okay—I understand the hesitancy
and invite any who are uncomfortable to stand at the rail instead of kneeling
so that you needn’t touch anything except the body and blood of Jesus).
I understand the desire to get “back to normal” and we ARE moving in
that direction . . . slowly . . . but now is still a time for prudence and patience.
This is part of Saint Paul’s admonition to “Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ” (Gal 6:2).
On a lighter note, this week is Leo’s Fifth Birthday! As you
can see in the picture, he is VERY EXCITED!
I’m going to be on vacation with the birthday boy and Holly
and Sam this week so we will NOT be having our weekly
“Zoom” Bible Study on Tuesday. However, we WILL have
our Wednesday Prayer Service at 7:00pm; the only catch is
that it is going to be pre-recorded and will be “premiering” (you
know, like Hollywood movies) on Facebook at 7:00pm on
Wednesday. Our Bible Study and in-person Wednesday service
will resume next week.
Lastly, please continue to mail your tithes and offerings to
the church's post office box:
Grace Evangelical-Lutheran Church, PO Box 1530, El Centro,
CA 92244-1530.
Yours in Christ Jesus,
+Pastor Griebenaw
P.S. One last reminder that we are NOT having Tuesday Bible Study this week and the Wednesday Prayer
Service will NOT be in-person—the video will be released on Facebook on Wednesday at 7:00pm.
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