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Kneel or Stand

Opening Versicles
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The Lord Almighty grant us a qui-et night and peace at the last.
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It is good to give thanks to the Lord,
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to sing praise to Your name, O Most High
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to herald Your love in the morn - ing,
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Your truth at the close of the day.

Exhortation
(P] Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence for self-examination.

Holy and gracious God,

I confess that | have sinned against You this day. Some of my sin I know—the thoughts and words
and deeds of which I am ashamed—Dbut some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ
I ask forgiveness. Deliver and restore me that I may rest in peace.

By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ, and in Him we are forgiven.
We rest now in His peace and rise in the morning to serve Him.

Amen.



1 Psalmody 1

Psalm Psalm 11; antiphon: w. 4a-b, 1a
The pastor and congregation chant responsively. The antiphon is chanted by the pastor before and after the psalm.
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(Antiphon)  The LORD is in His holy temple;
the LORD’s throne is in | heaven;*

In the LORD | take | refuge.

In the LORD | take refuge;
how can you say | to my soul,*
“Flee like a bird to your | mountain,
2 for behold, the wicked | bend the bow;*
they have fitted their arrow to the string
to shoot in the dark at the up- | right in heart;
if the foundations | are destroyed,*
what can the | righteous do?”

The LORD is in His holy temple;
the LORD’s throne is in | heaven;*
His eyes see, His eyelids test, the chil- | dren of man.
The LORD tests the | righteous,*
but His soul hates the wicked and the one who loves | violence.
Let Him rain coals on the | wicked;*
fire and sulfur and a scorching wind shall be the portion | of their cup.
For the LORD is righteous;
He loves | righteous deeds;*
the upright shall be- | hold His face.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*

is now, and will be forever. | Amen. The antiphon is repeated.
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Office Hymn: Built on the Rock LSB 645, sts. 1-3
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1 Built on the Rock the Church shall stand E - ven when
2 Sure - ly in tem - ples made with hands God, the Most
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First Reading
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ing, Call - ing the young and old to rest,
ling. Yet He who dwells in  heav’'n a - bove
tion. Were we but two His name to tell,
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But a - bove all the souls dis - tressed,
Choos - es to live with us in love,
Yet He would deign with us to dwell
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Long - ing for rest ev - er - last - ing.
Mak - ing our bod - ies His tem - ple.
With all His grace  and His fa - VOr.

Tune and Text: Public Domain

-1 Readings *I-

!After this Absalom got himself a chariot and horses, and fifty men to run before him. 2And Absalom
used to rise early and stand beside the way of the gate. And when any man had a dispute to come before
the king for judgment, Absalom would call to him and say, “From what city are you?” And when he said,
“Your servant is of such and such a tribe in Israel,” *Absalom would say to him, “See, your claims are
good and right, but there is no man designated by the king to hear you.” *“Then Absalom would say,
“Oh that | were judge in the land! Then every man with a dispute or cause might come to me, and | would
give him justice.” >And whenever a man came near to pay homage to him, he would put out his hand
and take hold of him and kiss him. ®Thus Absalom did to all of Israel who came to the king for judgment.
So Absalom stole the hearts of the men of Israel.

2 Samuel 15:1-6

Silence for reflection.

Second Reading

Romans 1:16-25

'®For 1 am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes,
to the Jew first and also to the Greek. ’For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith,
as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.”

8For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men,
who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. **For what can be known about God is plain to them,
because God has shown it to them. For His invisible attributes, namely, His eternal power and
divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have
been made. So they are without excuse. #For although they knew God, they did not honor Him as God
or give thanks to Him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened.
2Claiming to be wise, they became fools, **and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images
resembling mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles.

*Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies
among themselves, *because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served
the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen.

Silence for reflection.



Holy Gospel John 10:7-18

’So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. All who came before
Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. °I am the door. If anyone enters by Me,
he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture. *°The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy.
I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.

<] am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep. *?He who is a hired hand
and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees,
and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. **He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing
for the sheep. **I am the good shepherd. | know My own and My own know Me, “just as the Father knows
Me and | know the Father; and | lay down My life for the sheep. *®And | have other sheep that are not of
this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to My voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd.

«For this reason the Father loves Me, because | lay down My life that | may take it up again. **No one
takes it from Me, but | lay it down of My own accord. | have authority to lay it down, and | have authority
to take it up again. This charge I have received from My Father.”

Silence for reflection.

Responsory Psalm 31:5
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In-to Your hands, O Lord, I com - mend my  spir-it.
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In-to Your hands I com - mend my  spir - it.
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You have re - deemed me, O Lord, God of truth.
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In-to Your hands I com - mend my  spir - it.

Glory be to the Fa - ther and to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spir-it.
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In-to Your hands I com - mend my  spir - it.

Meditation on the Psalm



Hymn: Built on the Rock
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1 Built on the Rock the Church shall stand E - ven when
4 Here stands the font be - fore our eyes, Tell - ing how
5 Grant,then, O God, Your will be done, That, when the
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stee - ples are fall - ing. Crum - bled have spires in
God has re - ceived us. The al - tar re - calls Christ’s
church bells are ring - ing, Man - y in sav - ing
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ing, Call - ing the young and old to rest,
us. Here sound the  Scrip - tures that pro - claim
ing: “I know My  own; My own know Me.
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But a - bove all the  souls dis - tressed,
Christ yes - ter - day, to day, the  same,
You, not the world, My face shall see.
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Long - ing for rest ev - er - last - ing.
And eV - er - more, our Re - deem - €er.
My peace I leave with  you. A - men.”

Kneel or Stand

Tune and Text: Public Domain
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LSB 645, sts. 1, 4-5
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Hear my prayer, O Lord,; listen to my cry.
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Keep me as the apple of Your eye;
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hide me in the shadow of Your wings.
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In righteousness 1 shall see You;
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when I awake, Your presence will give me joy.



One or more of the following are prayed.

Be present, merciful God, and protect us through the hours of this night, so that we who are wearied by
the changes and chances of life may find our rest in You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

O Lord, support us all the day long of this troubled life, until the shadows lengthen and the evening
comes and the busy world is hushed, the fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then, Lord, in Your
mercy grant us a safe lodging and a holy rest and peace at the last; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in Your great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of
this night; for the love of Your only Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Visit our dwellings, O Lord, and drive from them all the snares of the enemy; let Your holy angels dwell
with us to preserve us in peace; and let Your blessing be on us always; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Eternal God, the hours both of day and night are Yours, and to You the darkness is no threat. Be present,
we pray, with those who labor in these hours of night, especially those who watch and work on behalf of
others. Grant them diligence in their watching, faithfulness in their service, courage in danger, and
competence in emergencies. Help them to meet the needs of others with confidence and compassion;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Abide with us, Lord, for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent. Abide with us and with Your
whole Church. Abide with us at the end of the day, at the end of our life, at the end of the world. Abide
with us with Your grace and goodness, with Your holy Word and Sacrament, with Your strength and
blessing. Abide with us when the night of affliction and temptation comes upon us, the night of fear and
despair, the night when death draws near. Abide with us and with all the faithful, now and forever.

A - men.
Lord’s Prayer LSB 957

(P] Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
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Stand

Nunc Dimittis

A | Antiphon
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Guide us wak - ing, O Lord, and guard us sleep-ing
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thata-wake we may watch with Christ  and asleep we may rest  in peace.

My own eyes have seen the sal-va - tion which You have prepared
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in the sight of ev-"ry peo - ple: a light to reveal You to the na-tions
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Luke 2: 29-32



Benediction
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(P) The almighty and merciful Lord, the Fa - ther, the I~ Son,
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and the Holy Spir - it, bless you and keep you.
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- SOLI DEO GLORIA k-
(TO GOD ALONE BE THE GLORY)
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