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T EVENING PRAYER T
SERVICE OF LIGHT
Kneel or Stand

EASTER VERSICLES

PHOS HILARON
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THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT

Sit
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PSALMODY
PSALM 141

Psalm 141:1–4, 8
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P Let us pray.
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your loving-kindness
descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church on earth and
the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever.
C Amen.
MEDITATION PSALM

Psalm 42; antiphon: v. 11
The pastor and congregation chant responsively. The antiphon is chanted by the pastor before and after the psalm.

(Antiphon) Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you in turmoil with- | in me?*

Hope in God; for I shall again praise Him, my salvation | and my God.
As a deer pants for | flowing streams,*
so pants my soul for You, | O God.
2
My soul thirsts for God, for the | living God.*
When shall I come and appear be- | fore God?
3
My tears have been my food | day and night,*
while they say to me continually, “Where | is your God?”
4
These things I remember, as I pour | out my soul:*
how I would go with the throng and lead them in procession to the | house of God
with glad shouts and | songs of praise,*
a multitude keeping | festival.
5
Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you in turmoil with- | in me?*
Hope in God; for I shall again praise Him, my salvation | 6and my God.
My soul is cast down with- | in me;*
therefore I remember You from the land of Jordan and of Hermon, from Mount | Mizar.
7
Deep calls to deep at the roar of Your | waterfalls;*
all Your breakers and Your waves have gone | over me.
8
By day the LORD commands His steadfast love, and at night His song is | with me,*
a prayer to the God | of my life.
9
I say to God, my Rock: “Why have You for- | gotten me?*
Why do I go mourning because of the oppression of the | enemy?”
10
As with a deadly wound in my bones, my adversaries | taunt me,*
while they say to me continually, “Where | is your God?”
11
Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you in turmoil with- | in me?*
Hope in God; for I shall again praise Him, my salvation | and my God.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
The antiphon is repeated.
1
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OFFICE HYMN: Be Still, My Soul

LSB 752

Text and tune: Public Domain

READINGS
FIRST READING
P A reading from Jonah, chapter two.

Jonah 2:1–10

1

Then Jonah prayed to the LORD his God from the belly of the fish, 2saying:
“I called out to the Lord, out of my distress, and He answered me; out of the belly of Sheol I cried,
and You heard my voice. 3For You cast me into the deep, into the heart of the seas, and the flood
surrounded me; all Your waves and Your billows passed over me. 4Then I said, ‘I am driven away
from Your sight; Yet I shall again look upon Your holy temple.’ 5The waters closed in over me to take my life;
the deep surrounded me; weeds were wrapped about my head 6at the roots of the mountains. I went down
to the land whose bars closed upon me forever; yet You brought up my life from the pit, O Lord my God.
7
When my life was fainting away, I remembered the Lord, and my prayer came to You, into Your holy temple.
8
Those who pay regard to vain idols forsake their hope of steadfast love. 9But I with the voice of thanksgiving
will sacrifice to You; what I have vowed I will pay. Salvation belongs to the LORD!”
10
And the LORD spoke to the fish, and it vomited Jonah out upon the dry land.
P O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.
Silence for reflection.
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SECOND READING
P A reading from Hebrews, chapter two.

Hebrews 2:1–11a

1

Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from it.
For since the message declared by angels proved to be reliable and every transgression or disobedience
received a just retribution, 3how shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? It was declared at
first by the Lord, and it was attested to us by those who heard, 4while God also bore witness by signs and
wonders and various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to His will.
5
Now it was not to angels that God subjected the world to come, of which we are speaking. 6It has been
testified somewhere,
2

“What is man, that You are mindful of him,
or the son of man, that You care for him?
7
You made him for a little while lower than the angels;
You have crowned him with glory and honor,
8
putting everything in subjection under his feet.”
Now in putting everything in subjection to him, He left nothing outside his control. At present, we do not
yet see everything in subjection to him. 9But we see Him who for a little while was made lower than the
angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the
grace of God He might taste death for everyone.
10
For it was fitting that He, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to glory,
should make the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering. 11For He who sanctifies and those
who are sanctified all have one origin.
P O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.
Silence for reflection.

THIRD READING
P A reading from Mark, chapter fifteen.

Mark 15:33–39

33

And when the sixth hour had come, there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour.
And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means,
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 35And some of the bystanders hearing it said,
“Behold, He is calling Elijah.” 36And someone ran and filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a reed
and gave it to Him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take Him down.”
37
And Jesus uttered a loud cry and breathed His last. 38And the curtain of the temple was torn in two,
from top to bottom. 39And when the centurion, who stood facing Him, saw that in this way He breathed
His last, he said, “Truly this Man was the Son of God!”
34

P O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.
Silence for reflection.

P In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.
SERMON
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Hebrews 1: 1–2a

CANTICLE
Stand

MAGNIFICAT: Song of Mary

Luke 1:46–55

-7-

PRAYER
Kneel or Remain Standing

LITANY
The congregation begins the response as the pastor concludes each petition, so that the word “Lord” is sung together.

P
C

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

P
C

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all,
let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

P
C

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

P

For Matthew, our Synod President, for Michael, our District President, for all pastors in Christ,
for all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

C
P
C
P
C
P
C
P

For Joseph, our nation’s President, for all public servants, for the government and those who protect us,
that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place,
let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil,
those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy,
let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

C

For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times,
let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

P
C

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

P
C

For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be included] . . . let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
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Silence for individual prayer may follow.

COLLECT FOR PEACE
P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants,
that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also
that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

LORD’S PRAYER
P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
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LSB 957

Stand

BENEDICAMUS

[Psalm 103:1]

BENEDICTION

T SOLI DEO GLORIA T
(TO GOD ALONE BE THE GLORY)
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