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Man ate of the bread of the angels;
He sent them food in abundance.

+ Psalm 78:25

THE NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

August 2, 2020

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
Happiness and contentment are elusive, especially in times of strife and affliction. No matter how many
“things” we gather or how much wealth we accumulate, our hearts remain restless for things new and different,
for the promise of something better.
Saint Paul reminds us that contentment does not come from having everything our hearts desire; rather, it
comes with faith in the Lord, who is gracious and merciful and supplies all our needs.
Today, we hear the terrible news of John the Baptist’s martyrdom and of a crowd restless with hunger. In the
midst of it all, Jesus shows forth grace to rest our fears and satisfy us with all we need. God grants us faith that we
may learn to trust in Him and to find contentment and peace in His grace, which is sufficient for all things.
Yours in Christ Jesus,
+Pastor Griebenaw
Pastor’s phone: (760) 679-3699
Pastor’s email: pastor@gracelutheranelcentro.org
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OPENING HYMN: Lord, ’Tis Not That I Did Choose Thee

LSB 573

Text and tune: Public domain

Stand
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OPENING VERSICLES

Psalm 51:15; Psalm 70:1

PSALMODY

Venite

Psalm 95: 1–7
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Sit

OFFICE HYMN: By Grace I’m Saved

LSB 566, sts. 1–3

Text and tune: Public domain
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READINGS
FIRST READING
P The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, chapter 55.
1

2

3

4

5

Isaiah 55:1–5

“Come, everyone who thirsts,
come to the waters;
and he who has no money,
come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
without money and without price.
Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,
and your labor for that which does not satisfy?
Listen diligently to Me, and eat what is good,
and delight yourselves in rich food.
Incline your ear, and come to Me;
hear, that your soul may live;
and I will make with you an everlasting covenant,
My steadfast, sure love for David.
Behold, I made him a witness to the peoples,
a leader and commander for the peoples.
Behold, you shall call a nation that you do not know,
and a nation that did not know you shall run to you,
because of the LORD your God, and of the Holy One of Israel,
for He has glorified you.”

L O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING
P The Epistle is from Romans, chapter 9.

Romans 9:1–13

1

I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience bears me witness in the Holy Spirit—
that I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3For I could wish that I myself were
accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, my kinsmen according to the flesh.
4
They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law,
the worship, and the promises. 5To them belong the patriarchs, and from their race, according to the flesh,
is the Christ who is God over all, blessed forever. Amen.
6
But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For not all who are descended from Israel
belong to Israel, 7and not all are children of Abraham because they are his offspring, but “Through Isaac
shall your offspring be named.” 8This means that it is not the children of the flesh who are the children
of God, but the children of the promise are counted as offspring. 9For this is what the promise said:
“About this time next year I will return and Sarah shall have a son.” 10And not only so, but also when
Rebecca had conceived children by one man, our forefather Isaac, 11though they were not yet born
and had done nothing either good or bad—in order that God’s purpose of election might continue,
not because of works but because of His call— 12she was told, “The older will serve the younger.”
13
As it is written, “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.”
2

L O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.
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Stand

ALLELUIA & VERSE

Psalm 78:25

Alleluia. Man ate of the bread of the angels; He sent them food in abundance. Alleluia.

HOLY GOSPEL
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourteenth chapter.

Matthew 14:13–21

13

Now when Jesus heard [about the death of John], He withdrew from there in a boat to
a desolate place by Himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed Him on foot from the towns.
14
When He went ashore He saw a great crowd, and He had compassion on them and healed their sick.
15
Now when it was evening, the disciples came to Him and said, “This is a desolate place, and the day
is now over; send the crowds away to go into the villages and buy food for themselves.”
16
But Jesus said, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat.”
17
They said to Him, “We have only five loaves here and two fish.”
18
And He said, “Bring them here to Me.” 19Then He ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass,
and taking the five loaves and the two fish, He looked up to heaven and said a blessing. Then He broke
the loaves and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20And they all ate
and were satisfied. And they took up twelve baskets full of the broken pieces left over. 21And those
who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

RESPONSORY

Psalm 119:89; 26:8; Luke 11:28

Sit

SERMON

Rev. Griebenaw
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CANTICLE
Stand

TE DEUM: We Praise You, O God
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PRAYER
Kneel (or remain standing)

KYRIE

Mark 10:47

LORD’S PRAYER

Matthew 6:9–13
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COLLECTS

Collect of the Day
P Heavenly Father, though we do not deserve Your goodness, still You provide for all our needs of body
and soul. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may acknowledge Your gifts, give thanks for all Your
benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Collect for Times of Affliction
P Lord God, we humbly confess to You that we deserve Your fatherly chastisement for our sins; yet we
earnestly implore You, for Your name’s sake, to spare us in this time of disaster. Restrain all harmful
powers and help Your suffering people that Your Word may be declared faithfully and without hindrance
and that we, amending our sinful lives, may walk in safety and peace according to Your holy
commandments; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Additional collects may be prayed following the same form and response. The prayers conclude with the Collect for Grace.

Collect for Grace
P O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely brought us to the beginning
of this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty power and grant that this day we fall into no sin,
neither run into any kind of danger, but that all our doings, being ordered by Your governance, may be
righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Stand

BENEDICAMUS

Psalm 103:1

BENEDICTION

2 Corinthians 13:14

CLOSING HYMN: By Grace I’m Saved

LSB 566, sts. 4–6

Text and tune: Public domain

T SOLI DEO GLORIA T
(TO GOD ALONE BE THE GLORY)
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SOME FINAL THOUGHTS FROM YOUR PASTOR
Brothers and sisters,
So we bought a Facebook Portal TV for my parents and got one for ourselves. I had toyed with the
idea for several months, usually deciding that it was an extravagance because we are able to do Facetime
on our Apple iPads. But the thought kept nagging at me.
What finally won me over was the thought that the image of my parents on our television would be
much larger—almost life-size—and little Sam might recognize Grandma and Grandpa as people and not
just moving shapes and colors on a small screen. And it seemed to work! Sam giggled and stared at
Grandma and Grandpa (he really cranked-up the cute factor!) and interacted with them somewhat.
We had a good, long visit. It felt like we were hanging out together in one big virtual living room.
Without having to hold onto something in my hands but just sitting back, drinking coffee or chasing
after Leo, and talking was liberating. It felt more “normal” to be hands-free. And having the chance to
be a family with my parents made me realize that this purchase was a good one—a necessary one.
As we turn the calendar page to the eighth month of this year (and the twentieth week of isolation),
I confess that I am lonely. Holly has said the same. And, though he doesn’t seem to have the words to
express it, I think Leo is feeling it, and Sam, also. I would bet you’re feeling it, too.
It’s okay to feel lonely and it’s okay to say it isn’t good! Humanity was made for relationships:
in relationship with God but also, and almost just as important, in relationship with each other. We are
supposed to be interacting with others, be that work or school or church or a club or the grocery store.
We are supposed to be present—physically and spiritually—with others who bear the image and
likeness of God. “It is not good that man should be alone,” said God (Gen. 2:18). And if God says it
isn’t good . . . well, that’s pretty bad! But for now, we endure this separation and work around it.
And one way that we can feel less alone is being able to see other people and talk with them—
no masks, just faces. And that’s exactly what we do with our Study of the Psalms on “Zoom” every
Tuesday at Noon (ending by 1:00pm). We socialize for the first 15 minutes and work through the psalm
from 12:15pm to 12:45pm, concluding by 1:00pm. This week we study Psalm 15. Please do join me.
 To join the study on your computer, go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7603525715
 To join by phone, call either “669-900-9128” or “346-248-7799” and enter 7603525715#
And tune-in to Facebook each Wednesday night at 7:00pm for a short (30 minute) service of prayer
and meditation on the psalm. The service folder will be on our website (www.GraceLutheranElCentro.org)
and the live-stream will be on our Facebook page (www.facebook.com/GraceLutheranElCentro).
Lastly, please continue to mail your tithes and offerings to the church's post office box:
Grace Evangelical-Lutheran Church
PO Box 1530
El Centro, CA 92244-1530.
Yours in Christ Jesus,
+Pastor Griebenaw
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