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T COMPLINE T
Kneel or Stand

OPENING VERSICLES

EXHORTATION
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence for self-examination.

L
C
L
C
Stand

Holy and gracious God,
I confess that I have sinned against You this day. Some of my sin I know—the thoughts and words
and deeds of which I am ashamed—but some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ
I ask forgiveness. Deliver and restore me that I may rest in peace.
By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ, and in Him we are forgiven.
We rest now in His peace and rise in the morning to serve Him.
Amen.

T Psalmody T
PSALM

Psalm 32; antiphon: v. 5b
The pastor and congregation chant responsively. The antiphon is chanted by the pastor before and after the psalm.

(Antiphon) I will confess my transgressions | to the LORD,*

and You forgave the iniquity | of my sin.
1

Blessèd is the one whose transgression is for- | given,*
whose sin is | covered.
2
Blessèd is the man against whom the LORD counts no in- | iquity,*
and in whose spirit there is | no deceit.
3
For when I kept silent, my bones wast- | ed away*
through my groaning | all day long.
4
For day and night Your hand was heavy up- | on me;*
my strength was dried up as by the heat of | summer.
5
I acknowledged my sin to You,
and I did not cover my in- | iquity;*
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,”
and You forgave the iniquity | of my sin.
6
Therefore let everyone who is godly
offer prayer to You at a time when You | may be found;*
surely in the rush of great waters,
they shall not | reach him.
7
You are a hiding place for me;
You preserve me from | trouble;*
You surround me with shouts of de- | liverance.
8
I will instruct you and teach you in the way | you should go;*
I will counsel you with My eye up- | on you.
9
Be not like a horse or a mule, without under- | standing,*
which must be curbed with bit and bridle,
or it will not stay | near you.
10
Many are the sorrows of the | wicked,*
but steadfast love surrounds the one who trusts | in the LORD.
11
Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, O | righteous,*
and shout for joy, all you up- | right in heart!
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
The antiphon is repeated.
Sit

OFFICE HYMN: Jesus Sinners Doth Receive

LSB 609, sts. 1–4

Text and tune: Public Domain

T Readings T
FIRST READING
Jeremiah 17:5–8
5
Thus says the LORD:
“Cursed is the man who trusts in man and makes flesh his strength, whose heart turns away from the LORD.
6
He is like a shrub in the desert, and shall not see any good come. He shall dwell in the parched places
of the wilderness, in an uninhabited salt land.
7
“Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, whose trust is the LORD. 8He is like a tree planted by water,
that sends out its roots by the stream, and does not fear when heat comes, for its leaves remain green,
and is not anxious in the year of drought, for it does not cease to bear fruit.”
Silence for reflection.

SECOND READING
1 John 1:5—2:2
1:5
This is the message we have heard from Him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him is no
darkness at all. 6If we say we have fellowship with Him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not
practice the truth. 7But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another,
and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.
8
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins,
He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10If we say
we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.
2:1
My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin,
we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2He is the propitiation for our sins,
and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.
Silence for reflection.

HOLY GOSPEL
Luke 23:32–34, 39–43
32
33
Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with Him. And when they came
to the place that is called The Skull, there they crucified Him, and the criminals, one on His right and one
on His left. 34And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” And they cast lots
to divide His garments. . . .
39
One of the criminals who were hanged railed at Him, saying, “Are You not the Christ? Save Yourself
and us!” 40But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same
sentence of condemnation? 41And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds;
but this Man has done nothing wrong.” 42And he said, “Jesus, remember me when You come into
your kingdom.” 43And He said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.”
Silence for reflection.

RESPONSORY

MEDITATION ON THE PSALM

Psalm 31:5

RESPONSORY HYMN: Jesus Sinners Doth Receive

LSB 609, sts. 1, 5–7

Text and tune: Public Domain

T Prayer T
Kneel or Stand

One or more of the following are prayed.
L Be present, merciful God, and protect us through the hours of this night, so that we who are wearied
by the changes and chances of life may find our rest in You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
L O Lord, support us all the day long of this troubled life, until the shadows lengthen and the evening comes
and the busy world is hushed, the fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then, Lord, in Your mercy
grant us a safe lodging and a holy rest and peace at the last; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
L Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in Your great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers
of this night; for the love of Your only Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
L Visit our dwellings, O Lord, and drive from them all the snares of the enemy; let Your holy angels dwell
with us to preserve us in peace; and let Your blessing be on us always; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
L Eternal God, the hours both of day and night are Yours, and to You the darkness is no threat. Be present,
we pray, with those who labor in these hours of night, especially those who watch and work on behalf
of others. Grant them diligence in their watching, faithfulness in their service, courage in danger, and
competence in emergencies. Help them to meet the needs of others with confidence and compassion;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
L Abide with us, Lord, for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent. Abide with us and with Your
whole Church. Abide with us at the end of the day, at the end of our life, at the end of the world.
Abide with us with Your grace and goodness, with Your holy Word and Sacrament, with Your strength
and blessing. Abide with us when the night of affliction and temptation comes upon us, the night of fear
and despair, the night when death draws near. Abide with us and with all the faithful, now and forever.

LORD’S PRAYER
P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

LSB 957

Stand

NUNC DIMITTIS

Luke 2: 29–32

BENEDICTION

T SOLI DEO GLORIA T
(TO GOD ALONE BE THE GLORY)

