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MIDWEEK DEVOTION

September 16, 2020

T COMPLINE T
Kneel or Stand

Opening Versicles

Exhortation
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence for self-examination.

L
C
L
C
Stand

Holy and gracious God,
I confess that I have sinned against You this day. Some of my sin I know—the thoughts and words
and deeds of which I am ashamed—but some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ
I ask forgiveness. Deliver and restore me that I may rest in peace.
By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ, and in Him we are forgiven.
We rest now in His peace and rise in the morning to serve Him.
Amen.

T Psalmody T
Psalm

Psalm 21; antiphon: v. 13
The pastor and congregation chant responsively. The antiphon is chanted by the pastor before and after the psalm.

(Antiphon) Be exalted, O LORD, | in Your strength!*

We will sing and | praise Your power.
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

O LORD, in Your strength the king re- | joices,*
and in Your salvation how greatly | he exults!
You have given him his | heart’s desire*
and have not withheld the request | of his lips.
For You meet him with rich | blessings;*
You set a crown of fine gold up- | on his head.
He asked life of You; You gave | it to him,*
length of days forever and | ever.
His glory is great through Your sal- | vation;*
splendor and majesty You be- | stow on him.
For You make him most blessed for- | ever;*
You make him glad with the joy of Your | presence.
For the king trusts | in the LORD,*
and through the steadfast love of the Most High he shall | not be moved.

8

Your hand will find out all Your | enemies;*
Your right hand will find out those who | hate You.
9
You will make them as a blazing oven when | You appear.*
The LORD will swallow them up in His wrath, and fire will con- | sume them.
10
You will destroy their descendants | from the earth,*
and their offspring from among the chil- | dren of man.
11
Though they plan evil a- | gainst You,*
though they devise mischief, they will | not succeed.
12
For You will put | them to flight;*
You will aim at their faces | with Your bows.
13

Be exalted, O LORD, | in Your strength!*
We will sing and | praise Your power.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Sit

The antiphon is repeated.

Office Hymn: All Glory Be to God Alone

LSB 948

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000347; Tune: Public Domain

T Readings T
First Reading
Genesis 50:15–21
15
When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be that Joseph will hate us
and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.” 16So they sent a message to Joseph, saying,
“Your father gave this command before he died, 17‘Say to Joseph, Please forgive the transgression of your
brothers and their sin, because they did evil to you.’ And now, please forgive the transgression of the
servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18His brothers also came and
fell down before him and said, “Behold, we are your servants.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear,
for am I in the place of God? 20As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good,
to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today. 21So do not fear; I will provide
for you and your little ones.” Thus he comforted them and spoke kindly to them.
Silence for reflection.

Second Reading
Ephesians 1:3–14
3
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4even as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world,
that we should be holy and blameless before Him. In love 5He predestined us for adoption as sons through
Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of His will, 6to the praise of His glorious grace, with which He has
blessed us in the Beloved. 7In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our
trespasses, according to the riches of His grace, 8which He lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight
9
making known to us the mystery of His will, according to His purpose, which He set forth in Christ 10as a
plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in Him, things in heaven and things on earth.
11
In Him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of Him
who works all things according to the counsel of His will, 12so that we who were the first to hope in Christ
might be to the praise of His glory. 13In Him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of
your salvation, and believed in Him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14who is the guarantee of
our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of His glory.
Silence for reflection.

Holy Gospel
John 16:31—17:5
16:31
32
Jesus answered [His disciples], “Do you now believe? Behold, the hour is coming, indeed it has
come, when you will be scattered, each to his own home, and will leave Me alone. Yet I am not alone, for
the Father is with Me. 33I have said these things to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you
will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.”
17:1
When Jesus had spoken these words, He lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said, “Father, the hour has
come; glorify Your Son that the Son may glorify You, 2since You have given Him authority over all flesh,
to give eternal life to all whom You have given Him. 3And this is eternal life, that they know You
the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. 4I glorified You on earth, having accomplished
the work that You gave Me to do. 5And now, Father, glorify Me in Your own presence with the glory that
I had with You before the world existed.”
Silence for reflection.

Responsory

Psalm 31:5

Meditation on the Psalm
Responsory Hymn: When I Survey the Wondrous Cross

LSB 426

Text and tune: Public Domain

T Prayer T
Kneel or Stand

One or more of the following are prayed.
L Be present, merciful God, and protect us through the hours of this night, so that we who are wearied by
the changes and chances of life may find our rest in You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
L O Lord, support us all the day long of this troubled life, until the shadows lengthen and the evening
comes and the busy world is hushed, the fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then, Lord, in Your
mercy grant us a safe lodging and a holy rest and peace at the last; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
L Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in Your great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of
this night; for the love of Your only Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
L Visit our dwellings, O Lord, and drive from them all the snares of the enemy; let Your holy angels dwell
with us to preserve us in peace; and let Your blessing be on us always; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
L Eternal God, the hours both of day and night are Yours, and to You the darkness is no threat. Be present,
we pray, with those who labor in these hours of night, especially those who watch and work on behalf of
others. Grant them diligence in their watching, faithfulness in their service, courage in danger, and
competence in emergencies. Help them to meet the needs of others with confidence and compassion;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
L Abide with us, Lord, for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent. Abide with us and with Your
whole Church. Abide with us at the end of the day, at the end of our life, at the end of the world. Abide
with us with Your grace and goodness, with Your holy Word and Sacrament, with Your strength and
blessing. Abide with us when the night of affliction and temptation comes upon us, the night of fear and
despair, the night when death draws near. Abide with us and with all the faithful, now and forever.

Lord’s Prayer
P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

Stand

LSB 957

Nunc Dimittis

Luke 2: 29–32

Benediction

T SOLI DEO GLORIA T
(TO GOD ALONE BE THE GLORY)

