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T COMPLINE T
Kneel or Stand

Opening Versicles

Exhortation
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence for self-examination.

L
C
L
C
Stand

Holy and gracious God,
I confess that I have sinned against You this day. Some of my sin I know—the thoughts and words
and deeds of which I am ashamed—but some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ I
ask forgiveness. Deliver and restore me that I may rest in peace.
By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ, and in Him we are forgiven. We rest now in His
peace and rise in the morning to serve Him.
Amen.

T Psalmody T
Psalm

Psalm 5; antiphon: v. 2
The pastor and congregation chant responsively. The antiphon is chanted by the pastor before and after the psalm.

(Antiphon)

2

Give attention to the sound of my cry, my King | and my God,*
for to You | do I pray.

1

Give ear to my words, | O LORD;*
consider my | groaning.
2
Give attention to the sound of my cry, my King | and my God,*
for to You | do I pray.
3
O LORD, in the morning You | hear my voice;*
in the morning I prepare a sacrifice for | You and watch.
4

For You are not a God who delights in | wickedness;*
evil may not | dwell with You.
5
The boastful shall not stand be- | fore Your eyes;*
You hate all evil- | doers.
6
You destroy those | who speak lies;*
the LORD abhors the bloodthirsty and de- | ceitful man.
7

But I, through the abundance of Your steadfast love, will en- | ter Your house.*
I will bow down toward Your holy temple in the | fear of You.
8
Lead me, O LORD, in Your righteousness because of my | enemies;*
make Your way straight be- | fore me.
9

For there is no truth in their mouth; their inmost self is de- | sruction;*
their throat is an open grave; they flatter | with their tongue.
10
Make them bear their guilt, O God; let them fall by their own | counsels,*
because of the abundance of their transgressions cast them out, for they have rebelled a- | gainst You.
11

But let all who take refuge in You rejoice; let them ever | sing for joy,*
and spread Your protection over them, that those who love Your name may ex- | ult in You.
12
For You bless the righteous, | O LORD;*
You cover him with favor as | with a shield.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Sit

The antiphon is repeated.

Office Hymn: Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me

LSB 722

Tune: Public domain; Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000347

T Readings T
First Reading
Daniel 9:3–9, 16–19
3
Then I turned my face to the Lord God, seeking Him by prayer and pleas for mercy with fasting and
sackcloth and ashes. 4I prayed to the LORD my God and made confession, saying, “O Lord, the great and
awesome God, who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love Him and keep His commandments,
5
we have sinned and done wrong and acted wickedly and rebelled, turning aside from Your commandments
and rules. 6We have not listened to Your servants the prophets, who spoke in Your name to our kings,
our princes, and our fathers, and to all the people of the land. 7To You, O Lord, belongs righteousness,
but to us open shame, as at this day, to the men of Judah, to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and to all Israel,
those who are near and those who are far away, in all the lands to which You have driven them, because of
the treachery that they have committed against You. 8To us, O Lord, belongs open shame, to our kings,
to our princes, and to our fathers, because we have sinned against You. 9To the Lord our God belong mercy
and forgiveness, for we have rebelled against Him. . .
16
“O Lord, according to all Your righteous acts, let Your anger and Your wrath turn away from Your city
Jerusalem, Your holy hill, because for our sins, and for the iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem and Your
people have become a byword among all who are around us. 17Now therefore, O our God, listen to the
prayer of Your servant and to his pleas for mercy, and for Your own sake, O Lord, make Your face to shine
upon Your sanctuary, which is desolate. 18O my God, incline Your ear and hear. Open Your eyes and see
our desolations, and the city that is called by Your name. For we do not present our pleas before You
because of our righteousness, but because of Your great mercy. 19O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive. O Lord,
pay attention and act. Delay not, for Your own sake, O my God, because Your city and Your people are
called by Your name.”
Silence for reflection.

Second Reading
Romans 1:18–23; 3:19–26
18
For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men,
who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. 19For what can be known about God is plain to them,
because God has shown it to them. 20For His invisible attributes, namely, His eternal power and divine
nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been
made. So they are without excuse. 21For although they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give
thanks to Him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22Claiming
to be wise, they became fools, 23and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling
mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles. . . .
19
Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every
mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For by works of the law
no human being will be justified in His sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin.
21
But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the
Prophets bear witness to it— 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe.
For there is no distinction: 23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and are justified by
His grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a
propitiation by His blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because in His
divine forbearance He had passed over former sins. 26It was to show His righteousness at the present time,
so that He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.
Silence for reflection.

Holy Gospel
John 17:6–10, 20–23
6
[Jesus said,] “I have manifested Your name to the people whom You gave me out of the world. Yours
they were, and You gave them to Me, and they have kept Your word. 7Now they know that everything
that You have given Me is from You. 8For I have given them the words that You gave me, and they have
received them and have come to know in truth that I came from You; and they have believed that You
sent Me. 9I am praying for them. I am not praying for the world but for those whom You have given Me,
for they are Yours. 10All Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine, and I am glorified in them.” . . .
20
“I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word, 21that they
may all be one, just as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You, that they also may be in Us, so that the world
may believe that You have sent Me. 22The glory that You have given Me I have given to them, that they
may be one even as We are one, 23I in them and You in Me, that they may become perfectly one, so that
the world may know that You sent Me and loved them even as You loved Me.”
Silence for reflection.

Responsory

Psalm 31:5

Meditation on the Psalm
Hymn: Abide with Me

LSB 878, sts. 1, 3, 6

Text and tune: Public domain

T Prayer T
Kneel or Stand

One or more of the following are prayed.
L Be present, merciful God, and protect us through the hours of this night, so that we who are wearied by
the changes and chances of life may find our rest in You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
L O Lord, support us all the day long of this troubled life, until the shadows lengthen and the evening
comes and the busy world is hushed, the fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then, Lord, in Your
mercy grant us a safe lodging and a holy rest and peace at the last; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
L Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in Your great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of
this night; for the love of Your only Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
L Visit our dwellings, O Lord, and drive from them all the snares of the enemy; let Your holy angels dwell
with us to preserve us in peace; and let Your blessing be on us always; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
L Eternal God, the hours both of day and night are Yours, and to You the darkness is no threat. Be present,
we pray, with those who labor in these hours of night, especially those who watch and work on behalf of
others. Grant them diligence in their watching, faithfulness in their service, courage in danger, and
competence in emergencies. Help them to meet the needs of others with confidence and compassion;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
L Abide with us, Lord, for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent. Abide with us and with Your
whole Church. Abide with us at the end of the day, at the end of our life, at the end of the world. Abide
with us with Your grace and goodness, with Your holy Word and Sacrament, with Your strength and
blessing. Abide with us when the night of affliction and temptation comes upon us, the night of fear and
despair, the night when death draws near. Abide with us and with all the faithful, now and forever.

Lord’s Prayer
P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

LSB 957

Stand

Nunc Dimittis

Luke 2: 29–32

Benediction

T SOLI DEO GLORIA T
(TO GOD ALONE BE THE GLORY)
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