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T EVENING PRAYER T
SERVICE OF LIGHT
Kneel or Stand

EASTER VERSICLES

PHOS HILARON

-1-

THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT

Sit

PSALMODY
PSALM 141

Psalm 141:1–4, 8
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P Let us pray.
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your loving-kindness
descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church on earth and
the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever.
C Amen.
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MEDITATION PSALM

Psalm 41; antiphon: v. 4
The pastor and congregation chant responsively. The antiphon is chanted by the pastor before and after the psalm.

(Antiphon) As for me, I said, “O LORD, be gra- | cious to me;*

heal me, for I have sinned a- | gainst You!”
Blessèd is the one who consid- | ers the poor!*
In the day of trouble the LORD de- | livers him;
2
the LORD protects him and keeps him alive; he is called blessèd | in the land;*
you do not give him up to the will of his | enemies.
3
The LORD sustains him on his | sickbed;*
in his illness you restore him to | full health.
4
As for me, I said, “O LORD, be gra- | cious to me;*
heal me, for I have sinned a- | gainst You!”
5
My enemies say of me in | malice,*
“When will he die and his name | perish?”
6
And when one comes to see me, he utters empty words, while his heart gathers in- | iquity;*
when he goes out, he tells | it abroad.
7
All who hate me whisper together a- | bout me;*
they imagine the | worst for me.
8
They say, “A deadly thing is poured | out on him;*
he will not rise again from | where he lies.”
9
Even my close friend in whom I | trusted,*
who ate my bread, has lifted his heel a- | gainst me.
10
But You, O LORD, be gra- | cious to me,*
and raise me up, that I may re- | pay them!
11
By this I know that You de- | light in me:*
my enemy will not shout in triumph | over me.
12
But You have upheld me because of my in- | tegrity,*
and set me in Your presence for- | ever.
13
Blessèd be the LORD, the God of | Israel,*
from everlasting to everlasting! Amen and | Amen.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
The antiphon is repeated.
1

OFFICE HYMN: Thy Works, Not Mine, O Christ
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READINGS
FIRST READING
P A reading from Micah, chapter seven.
18

19

20

Micah 7:18–20

Who is a God like You, pardoning iniquity
and passing over transgression for the remnant of His inheritance?
He does not retain His anger forever,
because He delights in steadfast love.
He will again have compassion on us;
He will tread our iniquities under foot.
You will cast all our sins
into the depths of the sea.
You will show faithfulness to Jacob
and steadfast love to Abraham,
as You have sworn to our fathers
from the days of old.

P O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.
Silence for reflection.

SECOND READING
P A reading from Revelation, chapter twenty-one.

Revelation 21:1–2, 5–8

1

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away,
and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. . . .
5
And He who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also He said,
“Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6And He said to me, “It is done! I am
the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the
water of life without payment. 7The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I will be his God and
he will be My son. 8But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually
immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur,
which is the second death.”
P O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.
Silence for reflection.

THIRD READING
P A reading from John, chapter thirteen.

John 13:16–20

16

Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than
the one who sent him. 17If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them. 18I am not speaking of
all of you; I know whom I have chosen. But the Scripture will be fulfilled, ‘He who ate My bread
has lifted his heel against Me.’ 19I am telling you this now, before it takes place, that when it does take place
you may believe that I am He. 20Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever receives the one I send receives Me,
and whoever receives Me receives the One who sent Me.”
P O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.
Silence for reflection.

P In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.
SERMON
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Hebrews 1: 1–2a

CANTICLE
Stand

MAGNIFICAT: Song of Mary

Luke 1:46–55
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PRAYER
Kneel or Remain Standing

LITANY
The congregation begins the response as the pastor concludes each petition, so that the word “Lord” is sung together.

P
C

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

P
C

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all,
let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

P
C

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

P

For Matthew, our Synod President, for Michael, our District President, for all pastors in Christ,
for all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

C
P
C
P
C
P
C
P

For Joseph, our nation’s President, for all public servants, for the government and those who protect us,
that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place,
let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil,
those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy,
let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

C

For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times,
let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

P
C

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

P
C

For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be included] . . . let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
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Silence for individual prayer may follow.

COLLECT FOR PEACE
P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants,
that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also
that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

LORD’S PRAYER
P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
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Stand

BENEDICAMUS

[Psalm 103:1]

BENEDICTION

T SOLI DEO GLORIA T
(TO GOD ALONE BE THE GLORY)
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