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Grace Lutheran Church 
8th and Holt – PO Box 1530, El Centro, CA  92244-1530 

 

MIDWEEK DEVOTION – PSALM 39  April 28, 2021 

T EVENING PRAYER T 
SERVICE OF LIGHT 

Kneel or Stand 

EASTER VERSICLES 

  

  

  

PHOS HILARON 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



- 2 - 

THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sit 

PSALMODY 

PSALM 141 Psalm 141:1–4, 8 
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P Let us pray. 

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your loving-kindness 

descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church on earth and 

the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever. 

C Amen. 
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MEDITATION PSALM Psalm 39; antiphon: v. 7 

The pastor and congregation chant responsively. The antiphon is chanted by the pastor before and after the psalm. 

 
 (Antiphon) And now, O Lord, for what | do I wait?* 

   My hope | is in You. 
1 I said, “I will guard my ways, that I may not sin | with my tongue;* 

I will guard my mouth with a muzzle, so long as the wicked are in my | presence.” 
2 I was mute and silent; I held my peace to | no avail,* 

and my dis- | tress grew worse. 
3 My heart became hot within me. As I mused, the | fire burned;* 

then I spoke | with my tongue: 

4 “O Lord, make me know my end and what is the measure | of my days;* 

let me know how fleeting | I am! 
5 Behold, you have made my days a few | handbreadths,* 

and my lifetime is as nothing be- | fore you. 

 Surely all mankind stands as a | mere breath!* 
6  Surely a man goes about as a | shadow! 

 Surely for nothing they are in | turmoil;* 

man heaps up wealth and does not know who will | gather! 

7 “And now, O Lord, for what | do I wait?* 

My hope | is in you. 
8 Deliver me from all my trans- | gressions.* 

Do not make me the scorn | of the fool! 
9 I am mute; I do not open | my mouth,* 

for it is you who have | done it. 
10 Remove your | stroke from me;* 

I am spent by the hostility | of your hand. 
11 When you discipline a man with rebukes for sin, you consume like a moth what is | dear to him;* 

surely all mankind is a | mere breath! 

12 “Hear my prayer, O Lord, and give ear to my cry; hold not your peace | at my tears!* 

For I am a sojourner with you, a guest, like all my | fathers. 
13 Look away from me, that I may | smile again,* 

before I depart and | am no more!” 

 Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit; 

 as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen.  The antiphon is repeated. 
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OFFICE HYMN: Rise! To Arms! With Prayer Employ You LSB 668 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text and tune: Public Domain 
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READINGS 

FIRST READING Isaiah 40:6–8 

P A reading from Isaiah, chapter 40. 

6 A voice says, “Cry!” 

And I said, “What shall I cry?” 

 All flesh is grass, 

and all its beauty is like the flower of the field. 
7 The grass withers, the flower fades 

when the breath of the LORD blows on it; 

surely the people are grass. 
8 The grass withers, the flower fades, 

but the word of our God will stand forever. 

P O Lord, have mercy on us.  

C Thanks be to God.   

Silence for reflection. 

SECOND READING Romans 8:18–25 

P A reading from Romans, chapter eight. 
 18For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is 

to be revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. 
20For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it, 

in hope 21that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and obtain the freedom 

of the glory of the children of God. 22For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together 

in the pains of childbirth until now. 23And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits 

of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 
24For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? 
25But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 

P O Lord, have mercy on us.  

C Thanks be to God.   

Silence for reflection. 

THIRD READING Luke 2:25–33 (NKJV) 

P A reading from the Gospel of Saint John, chapter two. 
 25And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon, and this man was just and devout, 

waiting for the Consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26And it had been revealed to him 

by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27So he came by the 

Spirit into the temple. And when the parents brought in the Child Jesus, to do for Him according to the 

custom of the law, 28he took Him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 

29 “Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in peace, 

according to Your word; 
30 for my eyes have seen Your salvation 
31  which You have prepared before the face of all peoples, 
32 a light to bring revelation to the Gentiles, 

and the glory to Your people Israel.” 

 33And Joseph and His mother marveled at those things which were spoken of Him. 

P O Lord, have mercy on us.  

C Thanks be to God.   

Silence for reflection. 

P In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 

C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.  Hebrews 1: 1–2a 
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SERMON 

CANTICLE 

Stand 

MAGNIFICAT: Song of Mary Luke 1:46–55 
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PRAYER 

Kneel or Remain Standing 

LITANY  

The congregation begins the response as the pastor concludes each petition, so that the word “Lord” is sung together. 

 

 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For Matthew, our Synod President, for Michael, our District President, for all pastors in Christ, 

for all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For Joseph, our nation’s President, for all public servants, for the government and those who protect us, 

that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil, 

those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be included] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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Silence for individual prayer may follow. 

 

 

COLLECT FOR PEACE  

P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants, 

that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also 

that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER LSB 957 

P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 
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Stand 

BENEDICAMUS [Psalm 103:1] 

 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

T  SOLI DEO GLORIA T  
(TO GOD ALONE BE THE GLORY) 

 


