Grace Lutheran Church
8th and Holt – PO Box 1530, El Centro, CA 92244-1530

MIDWEEK DEVOTION – PSALM 40

May 5, 2021

T EVENING PRAYER T
SERVICE OF LIGHT
Kneel or Stand

EASTER VERSICLES

PHOS HILARON
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THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT

Sit

PSALMODY
PSALM 141

Psalm 141:1–4, 8
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P Let us pray.
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your loving-kindness
descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church on earth and
the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever.
C Amen.
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MEDITATION PSALM

Psalm 40; antiphon: v. 17
The pastor and congregation chant responsively. The antiphon is chanted by the pastor before and after the psalm.

(Antiphon) As for me, I am poor and needy, but the Lord takes | thought for me.*

You are my help and my deliverer; do not delay, | O my God!
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

I waited patiently | for the LORD;*
He inclined to me and | heard my cry.
He drew me up from the pit of destruction, out of the | miry bog,*
and set my feet upon a rock, making my | steps secure.
He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise | to our God.*
Many will see and fear, and put their trust | in the LORD.
Blessèd is the man who makes the | LORD his trust,*
who does not turn to the proud, to those who go astray af- | ter a lie!
You have multiplied, O LORD my God, Your wondrous deeds and Your thoughts toward us;
none can com- | pare with You!*
I will proclaim and tell of them,
yet they are more than | can be told.
Sacrifice and offering You have not desired, but You have given me an | open ear.*
Burnt offering and sin offering You have | not required.
Then I said, “Behold, | I have come;*
in the scroll of the book it is writ- | ten of me:
I desire to do Your will, | O my God;*
Your law is with- | in my heart.”

9

I have told the glad news of deliverance in the great congre- | gation;*
behold, I have not restrained my lips, as You know, | O LORD.
10
I have not hidden Your deliverance within my heart;
I have spoken of Your faithfulness and Your sal- | vation;*
I have not concealed Your steadfast love and Your faithfulness
from the great congre- | gation.
11

As for you, O LORD, You will not restrain Your mer- | cy from me;*
Your steadfast love and Your faithfulness will ever pre- | serve me!
12
For evils have encompassed me beyond number;
my iniquities have overtaken me, and I | cannot see;*
they are more than the hairs of my head;
my heart | fails me.
13

Be pleased, O LORD, to de- | liver me!*
O LORD, make haste to | help me!
14
Let those be put to shame and disappointed altogether who seek to snatch a- | way my life;*
let those be turned back and brought to dishonor who de- | sire my hurt!
15
Let those be appalled because | of their shame*
who say to me, “A- | ha, Aha!”
16

But may all who seek You rejoice and be | glad in You;*
may those who love Your salvation say continually, “Great | is the LORD!”
17
As for me, I am poor and needy, but the LORD takes | thought for me.*
You are my help and my deliverer; do not delay, | O my God!
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

The antiphon is repeated.
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OFFICE HYMN: Christ Sits at God’s Right Hand

5 Then let us now draw near,
D6
Washed in that precious flood
And enter the Most Holy Place
By Jesus’ blood.
From hearts that are sincere,
Let tongues our hope profess,
And trust anew God’s faithful grace
That we confess.

LSB 564

All praise to Christ we bring,
Our Lord who intercedes,
Our great High Priest enthroned above
Who knows our needs;
And to the Father sing
Our songs of thankful praise,
Who with the Spirit reigns in love
For endless days.
Text and tune: Public Domain

READINGS
READING
P A reading from Hebrews, chapter ten.

Hebrews 10 (NKJV)

1

For since the law has but a shadow of the good things to come instead of the true form of these realities,
it can never, by the same sacrifices that are continually offered every year, make perfect those who draw near.
2
Otherwise, would they not have ceased to be offered, since the worshipers, having once been cleansed,
would no longer have any consciousness of sin? 3But in these sacrifices there is a reminder of sin every year.
4
For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.
5
Consequently, when Christ came into the world, He said,

6

7

“Sacrifices and offerings You have not desired,
but a body have You prepared for Me;
in burnt offerings and sin offerings
You have taken no pleasure.
Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come to do Your will, O God,
as it is written of Me in the scroll of the book.’”

When He said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and
burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), 9then He added, “Behold,
I have come to do Your will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. 10And by that
will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.
8
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11

And every priest stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never
take away sins. 12But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, He sat down at the
right hand of God, 13waiting from that time until His enemies should be made a footstool for His feet.
14
For by a single offering He has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified.
15
And the Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for after saying,
16

17

“This is the covenant that I will make with them
after those days, declares the LORD:
I will put My laws on their hearts,
and write them on their minds,”
then He adds,
“I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.”

18

Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin.
19
Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Holy Places by the blood of Jesus,
20
by the new and living way that He opened for us through the curtain, that is, through His flesh,
21
and since we have a Great Priest over the house of God, 22let us draw near with a true heart in full
assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with
pure water. 23Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.
24
And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 25not neglecting to meet together,
as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.
26
For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains
a sacrifice for sins, 27but a fearful expectation of judgment, and a fury of fire that will consume the adversaries.
28
Anyone who has set aside the law of Moses dies without mercy on the evidence of two or three witnesses.
29
How much worse punishment, do you think, will be deserved by the one who has spurned the Son of God,
and has profaned the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has outraged the Spirit of grace?
30
For we know Him who said, “Vengeance is Mine; I will repay.” And again, “The LORD will judge
His people.” 31It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.
32
But recall the former days when, after you were enlightened, you endured a hard struggle with sufferings,
33
sometimes being publicly exposed to reproach and affliction, and sometimes being partners with those
so treated. 34For you had compassion on those in prison, and you joyfully accepted the plundering
of your property, since you knew that you yourselves had a better possession and an abiding one.
35
Therefore do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward. 36For you have need of endurance,
so that when you have done the will of God you may receive what is promised. 37For,

38

“Yet a little while,
and the Coming One will come and will not delay;
but My righteous one shall live by faith,
and if he shrinks back,
My soul has no pleasure in him.”

39

But we are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who have faith and
preserve their souls.
P O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.
Silence for reflection.

P In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.
SERMON
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Hebrews 1: 1–2a

CANTICLE
Stand

MAGNIFICAT: Song of Mary

Luke 1:46–55
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PRAYER
Kneel or Remain Standing

LITANY
The congregation begins the response as the pastor concludes each petition, so that the word “Lord” is sung together.

P
C

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

P
C

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all,
let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

P
C

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

P

For Matthew, our Synod President, for Michael, our District President, for all pastors in Christ,
for all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

C
P
C
P
C
P
C
P

For Joseph, our nation’s President, for all public servants, for the government and those who protect us,
that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place,
let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil,
those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy,
let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

C

For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times,
let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

P
C

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

P
C

For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be included] . . . let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
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Silence for individual prayer may follow.

COLLECT FOR PEACE
P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants,
that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also
that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

LORD’S PRAYER
P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
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LSB 957

Stand

BENEDICAMUS

[Psalm 103:1]

BENEDICTION

T SOLI DEO GLORIA T
(TO GOD ALONE BE THE GLORY)
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