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Opening Hymn: On Christmas Night All Christians Sing LSB 377 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public Domain 

T EVENING PRAYER T 
Stand 

Opening Versicles 

 

   

 

    

 

 

Sit 



Phos Hilaron (The Hymn of Light) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

P Let us pray. 
 Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be rescued from the 

threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty deliverance; for You live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

The first advent candle is lit. 

P Let us pray. 
 Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that by His coming 

we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

The second advent candle is lit. 

P Let us pray. 
 Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our hearts 

by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 

The third advent candle is lit. 



P Let us pray. 
 Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which weigh us 

down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

The fourth advent candle is lit. 

P Let us pray. 
 O God, You make this most holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant that 

as we have known the mysteries of that Light on earth we may also come to the fullness of His joys 
in heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

The Christ candle is lit. 

Hymn: O Come, All Ye Faithful LSB 379 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public Domain 

READINGS 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 9:2–5 

P The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, chapter nine. 
2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 

on them has light shined. 3You have multiplied the nation; You have increased its joy; they rejoice before 

You as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 4For the yoke of his burden, 

and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, You have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood will be burned 

as fuel for the fire. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 



Hymn: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel LSB 357, st. 1 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public Domain 

OLD TESTAMENT READING (continued) Isaiah 9:6–7 

P The Old Testament Reading continues from Isaiah, chapter nine. 
6For to us a Child is born, to us a Son is given; and the government shall be upon His shoulder, 

and His name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7Of the increase of His government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over 

His kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth 

and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Hymn: It Came upon the Midnight Clear LSB 366, st. 1 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public Domain 

SERMON, PART I Rev. Griebenaw 

 

 

 



EPISTLE READING Titus 2:11–14 

P The Epistle is from Titus, chapter two. 
11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 12training us to renounce 

ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, 
13waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 
14who gave Himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for Himself a people 

for His own possession who are zealous for good works. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

HYMN: O Little Town of Bethlehem LSB 361, st. 1 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public Domain 

SERMON, PART II Rev. Griebenaw 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 1:18–25 

P The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the first chapter. 

 
18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When His mother Mary had been betrothed 

to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 
19And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 
20But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, 

“Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from 

the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His people 

from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 
23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, 

  and they shall call His name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: 

he took his wife, 25but knew her not until she had given birth to a Son. And he called His name JESUS. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

 



HYMN: Away in a Manger LSB 364, st. 1 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public Domain 

SERMON, PART III Rev. Griebenaw 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 2:1–7 

P The Nativity of our Lord according to Saint Luke, chapter two. 
1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 

2This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And all went to be registered, 

each to his own town. 4And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, 

to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 
5to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6And while they were there, the time came 

for her to give birth. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn Son and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths 

and laid Him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

HYMN: What Child Is This LSB 370, st. 1 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public Domain 

 

 



HOLY GOSPEL (continued) Luke 2:8–14 

P The continued Nativity of our Lord according to Saint Luke. 
8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 

9And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 

filled with fear. 10And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy 

that will be for all the people. 11For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ 

the Lord. 12And this will be a sign for you: you will find a Baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in 

a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 
14“Glory to God in the highest, 

  and on earth peace among those with whom He is pleased!” 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

HYMN: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing LSB 380, st. 1 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public Domain 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 2:15–20 

P The continued Nativity of our Lord according to Saint Luke. 
15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to 

Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16And they went 

with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17And when they saw it, 

they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 18And all who heard it 

wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them 

in her heart. 20And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, 

as it had been told them. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN: Angels We Have Heard on High LSB 368 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public Domain 

SERMON, PART IV Rev. Griebenaw 

Stand 

APOSTLE’S CREED  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

 

 



PRAYER 

Kneel or Remain Standing 

P Friends in Christ, I urge you all to lift up your hearts to God and pray with me as Christ our Lord 

has taught us and freely promised to hear us. 

God, our Father in heaven, look with mercy on us, Your needy children on earth, and grant us grace 

that Your holy name be hallowed by us and all the world through the pure and true teaching of Your Word 

and the fervent love shown forth in our lives. Graciously turn from us all false doctrine and evil living 

whereby Your precious name is blasphemed and profaned. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P May Your kingdom come to us and expand. Bring all transgressors and those who are blinded and 

bound in the devil’s kingdom to know Jesus Christ, Your Son, by faith that the number of Christians 

may be increased. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Strengthen us by Your Spirit according to Your will, both in life and in death, in the midst of both good 

and evil things, that our own wills may be crucified daily and sacrificed to Your good and gracious will. 

Into Your merciful hands we commend [name(s)] and all who are in need, praying for them at all times: 

Thy will be done. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Grant us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and selfish cares, and help us trust in You to provide for 

all our needs. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Forgive us our sins as we also forgive those who sin against us so that our hearts may be at peace 

and may rejoice in a good conscience before You, and that no sin may ever frighten or alarm us. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Lead us not into temptation, O Lord, but help us by Your Spirit to subdue our flesh, to turn from the world 

and its ways, and to overcome the devil with all his wiles. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P And lastly, O heavenly Father, deliver us from all evil of both body and soul, now and forever.  

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

Stand 

SHARING THE LIGHT 

P Jesus Christ is the light of the World, the light no darkness can overcome.  As the light of these 

candles illumines our faces, let us remember the Christ child in the manger at Bethlehem, the Savior 

suffering our death on the cross, and the Judge who will come again with glory.  He is our Light 

and the eternal Light of Heaven.  Rejoice!  For the Light of the World has come. 

P This is the message we have heard from Him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in Him 

there is no darkness at all. 

C If we say we have fellowship with Him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 

P But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, 

C And the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. 

Sit 

The congregation is invited forward, family by family, to light their candles from the Christ candle. 



As the congregation lights their candles, the pastor reads from the Gospel of Saint John, chapter one. John 1:1–14 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the 

beginning with God. 3All things were made through Him, and without Him was not any thing made 

that was made. 4In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5The light shines in the darkness, 

and the darkness has not overcome it. 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness, to bear witness about 

the Light, that all might believe through him. 8He was not the Light, but came to bear witness about the Light. 
9The true Light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10He was in the world, 

and the world was made through Him, yet the world did not know Him. 11He came to His own, 

and His own people did not receive Him. 12But to all who did receive Him, who believed in His name, 

He gave the right to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh 

nor of the will of man, but of God. 
14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen His glory, glory as of the 

only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

Stand 

P For to us a Child is born, to us a Son is given. 

C In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. 

HYMN: Silent Night, Holy Night LSB 363 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public Domain 

The congregation may extinguish their candles. 

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

 

T  SOLI DEO GLORIA T  
(TO GOD ALONE BE THE GLORY) 


