Grace Evangelical-Lutheran Church (LCMS)
8th and Holt – PO Box 1530, El Centro, CA 92244-1530

“Come to Me, all who labor and are heavy laden,
and I will give you rest.”
+ Matthew 11:28
THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

July 5, 2020

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
Rest is elusive. At the close of each day, we must confess with Saint Paul that we had “the desire to do what
is right, but not the ability to carry it out.” In our tiredness, the mirror shows our battle scars. But Zechariah wrote
of a day when the battle would be over, thanks to a coming King, who would set the prisoners free. His description
points us to Jesus on Palm Sunday, where by His death and resurrection we have been set free from our bondage to
sin. His deep and abiding compassion for us shows forth in His prayer of thanksgiving to our heavenly Father.
In our Savior, we find the rest we need each day. When compared to the failing struggle in which we engage
each day, we find His yoke is truly easy and His burden is truly light. As David wrote in the psalm, “The LORD
upholds all who are falling and raises up all who are bowed down.” He gives rest for the soul! Thanks be to God!
Yours in Christ Jesus,
+Pastor Griebenaw
Pastor’s phone: (760) 679-3699

Pastor’s email: pastor@gracelutheranelcentro.org
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OPENING HYMN: Jesus Shall Reign

LSB 832, sts. 1–3

Text and tune: Public domain

Stand

OPENING VERSICLES

Psalm 51:15; Psalm 70:1
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PSALMODY

Venite

Psalm 95: 1–7
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Sit

OFFICE HYMN: Come unto Me, Ye Weary

LSB 684

Text and tune: Public domain

READINGS
FIRST READING
Zechariah 9:9–12
9
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your King is coming
to you; righteous and having salvation is He, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of
a donkey. 10I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow
shall be cut off, and He shall speak peace to the nations; His rule shall be from sea to sea, and from
the River to the ends of the earth. 11As for you also, because of the blood of My covenant with you,
I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;
today I declare that I will restore to you double.
L O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING
Romans 7:14–25a
14
15
We know that the law is spiritual, but I am of the flesh, sold under sin. I do not understand my
own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. 16Now if I do what I do not want,
I agree with the law, that it is good. 17So now it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me.
18
For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to do what is right,
but not the ability to carry it out. 19For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what
I keep on doing. 20Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me.
21
So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand. 22For I delight in the law
of God, in my inner being, 23but I see in my members another law waging war against the law of my mind
and making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 24Wretched man that I am! Who will
deliver me from this body of death? 25Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!
L O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.
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Stand

ALLELUIA & VERSE

Matthew 11:28

Alleluia. Come to Me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Alleluia.

HOLY GOSPEL
P The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the eleventh chapter.

Matthew 11:25–30

At that time Jesus declared, “I thank You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You have hidden
these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little children; 26yes, Father, for such
was Your gracious will. 27All things have been handed over to Me by My Father, and no one knows
the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son
chooses to reveal Him. 28Come to Me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.
29
Take My yoke upon You, and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest
for your souls. 30For My yoke is easy, and My burden is light.”
25

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

RESPONSORY

Psalm 119:89; 26:8; Luke 11:28

Sit

SERMON

Rev. Griebenaw
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CANTICLE
Stand

TE DEUM: We Praise You, O God
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PRAYER
Kneel (or remain standing)

KYRIE

Mark 10:47

LORD’S PRAYER

Matthew 6:9–13
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COLLECTS

Collect of the Day
P Gracious God, our heavenly Father, Your mercy attends us all our days. Be our strength and support
amid the wearisome changes of this world, and at life’s end grant us Your promised rest and the full joys
of Your salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Collect During an Epidemic
P Holy Father, give us grace to trust You during this time of illness and distress. In mercy put an end to the
epidemic that afflicts us. Grant relief to those who suffer, and comfort all that mourn. Sustain all medical
personnel in their labors, and cause Your people ever to serve You in righteousness and holiness; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Additional collects may be prayed following the same form and response. The prayers conclude with the Collect for Grace.

Collect for Grace
P O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely brought us to the beginning
of this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty power and grant that this day we fall into no sin,
neither run into any kind of danger, but that all our doings, being ordered by Your governance, may be
righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Stand

BENEDICAMUS

Psalm 103:1

BENEDICTION

2 Corinthians 13:14

CLOSING HYMN: Jesus Shall Reign

LSB 832, sts. 1, 4–5

Text and tune: Public domain

T SOLI DEO GLORIA T
(TO GOD ALONE BE THE GLORY)
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SOME FINAL THOUGHTS FROM YOUR PASTOR
Brothers and sisters,
Happy Independence Day!
I always looked forward to the 4th of July – it was time to set off the fireworks and that little inner
pyromaniac (that I think is present in all young boys) was stoked! One of my favorites was the little
“pop-snaps” that you could throw and crush between your fingers (or toss at your brother when Mom
wasn’t looking). Or maybe you remember those little tanks that had the “rocket” at the back? They
would shoot forward for a couple of feet and then the cannon would pop out little sparks! My brother
and I would line them up across from each other and have our own little “wars.”
Ahhh . . . good times. And I still have all my fingers! 
But Independence Day seems to have fallen out of favor with some this past year (in truth, it seems
that the United States of America has fallen out of favor entirely with some). And that makes me sad.
This nation was founded, as we hear in the Declaration of Independence, on the “self-evident” truths
“that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights,
that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.”
These are beautiful ideals, enacted imperfectly by imperfect people, but ideals worth celebrating and
worth pursuing . . . even if they can never fully be realized this side of glory.
More than this, the Declaration of Independence makes another, larger point—we are a nation of
ontological reality: these truths are self-evident. What this means is that our equality and our unalienable
rights are guaranteed not by strength or power or negotiation (as would be with “social contracts”) but
exist within the very fabric of creation, having been given or endowed by our Creator.
It reminds me of how Saint Paul argues that “what can be known about God is plain [to all
mankind], because God has shown it to them. For His invisible attributes, namely, His eternal power and
divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have
been made” (Rom 1:19-20a). Saint Paul is talking in the same manner as our nation’s founders—it is as
if Saint Paul were to say, “God is self-evident because we see Him in the things that He has made.”
And that, brothers and sisters, is perhaps what most differentiates our republic from any other
government enacted by mankind—we are not a nation of quid pro quo, negotiating a delicate peace
between the competing interests of various peoples and groups but are a nation based in the absolute
reality of human existence, in the ontological truths that God set forth at the creation of the world.
But knowing God more fully is always best. So please join me for our Study of the Psalms on
“Zoom” every Tuesday at Noon (ending by 1:00pm). We socialize for the first 15 minutes and work
through the psalm from 12:15pm to 12:45pm, concluding by 1:00pm. This week we study Psalm 11.
 To join the study on your computer, go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7603525715
 To join by phone, call either “669-900-9128” or “346-248-7799” and enter 7603525715#
And tune-in to Facebook each Wednesday night at 7:00pm for a short (30 minute) service of prayer
and meditation on the psalm. The service folder will be on our website (www.GraceLutheranElCentro.org)
and the live-stream will be on our Facebook page (www.facebook.com/GraceLutheranElCentro).
Lastly, please continue to mail your tithes and offerings to the church's post office box:
Grace Evangelical-Lutheran Church
PO Box 1530
El Centro, CA 92244-1530.
Yours in Christ Jesus,
+Pastor Griebenaw
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