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And the eunuch said, “See, here is water.
What hinders me from being baptized?”
+ Acts 8:36b (NKJV)
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Image: "Saint Philip Baptising the Ethiopian Eunuch" by Aelbert Cuyp (1620-1691), circa 1655, Public Domain

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
Today we hear Jesus say, “I am the vine, you are the branches.” He invites all to hear His call to come to a place
of rest and refuge, saying, “Abide in Me.” So also, in the Epistle, Saint John connects the confession that Jesus is
the Son of God with experiencing and coming to trust in the love God has for us—abiding in Jesus means abiding
in God’s love even as God Himself abides in us.
This relationship of abiding in Jesus—He who is love incarnate—was experienced by the Ethiopian eunuch when,
after hearing Philip declare to him the Good News about Jesus, was baptized into Christ. This is the fulfillment of
the image that Jesus gives when He talks of the vine and the branches: Philip, as a branch on the vine of Christ,
bears fruit in the baptismal regeneration of the Ethiopian; the eunuch himself becomes another branch and goes on
to bear the fruit of our Lord as he lives in the Gospel of Christ.
Yours in Christ Jesus,
+Pastor Griebenaw
Pastor’s Phone: 760-679-3699 • Pastor’s Email: pastor@gracelutheranelcentro.org
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T DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING THREE T
HYMN OF INVOCATION: Scatter the Darkness, Break the Gloom

LSB 481

Text: © 1995 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000347; Tune: Public Domain

Stand – The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

LSB 184
Matthew 28:19b; [18:20]

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father,
beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
[Hebrews 10:22]
P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.

Psalm 124:8

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Psalm 32:5

Kneel (or remain standing) — Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by nature sinful
and unclean and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for
refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.
C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have mercy upon us
and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us
true knowledge of You and of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end
that by Your grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only Son to die for us and
for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe on His name He gives power to become the
children of God and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be saved.
Grant this, Lord, unto us all.
C Amen.

Mark 16:16; John 1:12

Stand
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SERVICE OF THE WORD
INTROIT

Psalm 145:1–2, 8, 10, 21; antiphon: John 16:16
The pastor and congregation chant responsively. The antiphon is chanted by the pastor before and after the psalm.

(Antiphon) A little while, and you will see Me no | longer;*

And again a little while, and you will | see Me.
1

2

I will extol You, my | God and King,*
and bless Your name forever and | ever.
Every day I will | bless You*
and praise Your name forever and | ever.

8

The LORD is gracious and | merciful,*
slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love.

10

All Your works shall give thanks to You, | O LORD,*
and all Your saints shall | bless You!

21

My mouth will speak the praise | of the LORD,*
and let all flesh bless His holy name forever and | ever.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
The antiphon is repeated.

KYRIE

Mark 10:47

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS

Luke 2:14; John 1:29
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death the Shepherd of Your sheep,
grant us Your Holy Spirit that when we hear the voice of our Shepherd we may know Him
who calls us each by name and follow where He leads; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Sit
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FIRST READING
P The First Reading is from the Acts of the Apostles, chapter eight.

Acts 8:26–40 (NKJV)

Now an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip, saying, “Arise and go toward the south along the road which
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert. 27So he arose and went. And behold, a man of Ethiopia,
a eunuch of great authority under Candace the queen of the Ethiopians, who had charge of all her treasury,
had come to Jerusalem to worship, 28was returning. And sitting in his chariot, he was reading Isaiah the prophet.
29
Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go near and overtake this chariot.”
30
So Philip ran to him, and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah, and said, “Do you understand
what you are reading?”
31
And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he asked Philip to come up and sit with him.
32
The place in the Scripture that he read was this:
26

“He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; and as a lamb before its shearer is silent,
so He opens not His mouth. 33In His humiliation His justice was taken away,
and who will declare His generation? For His life is taken away from the earth.”
So the eunuch answered Philip and said, “I ask you, of whom does the prophet say this, of himself
or of some other man?” 35Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning at this Scripture, preached Jesus to him.
36
Now as they went down the road, they came to some water. And the eunuch said, “See, here is water.
What hinders me from being baptized?” 37Then Philip said, “If you believe with all your heart, you may.”
And he answered and said, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.
38
So he commanded the chariot to stand still. And both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water,
and he baptized him. 39Now when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught Philip away,
so that the eunuch saw him no more; and he went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip was found at Azotus.
And passing through, he preached in all the cities till he came to Caesarea.
34

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
GRADUAL

adapt. from Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6

The pastor and congregation chant responsively by half-verse.

Christ has risen | from the dead.*
[God the Father] has crowned Him with glory and | honor.
He has given Him dominion over the works | of His hands;*
He has put all things un- | der His feet.
EPISTLE
P The Epistle is from First John, chapter four.

1 John 4:1–11 (NKJV)

1

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false
prophets have gone out into the world. 2By this you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses that
Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God, 3and every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has
come in the flesh is not of God. And this is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have heard was coming,
and is now already in the world.
4
You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because He who is in you is greater than he
who is in the world. 5They are from the world. Therefore they speak as of the world, and the world hears
them. 6We are of God. He who knows God hears us; he who is not of God does not hear us. By this we
know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error.
7
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows
God. 8He who does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9In this the love of God was manifested
toward us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him. 10In
this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.
11
Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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ALLELUIA & VERSE

Romans 6:9; John 14:23

Alleluia. We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again;
death no longer has dominion over Him. Alleluia.
If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word, and My Father will love him,
and We will come to him and make Our home with him. Alleluia.
The alleluias are repeated.
HOLY GOSPEL
P The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the fifteenth chapter.

John 15:1–8 (NKJV)

“I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 2Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit
He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3You are already clean
because of the word which I have spoken to you. 4Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit
of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me.
5
“I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me
you can do nothing. 6If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they
gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned. 7If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you,
you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you. 8By this My Father is glorified, that you bear
much fruit; so you will be My disciples.”
1

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Stand

NICENE CREED
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
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And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
Sit

HYMN OF THE DAY: The Gospel Shows the Father’s Grace

5 It bears to all the tidings glad
And bids their hearts no more be sad;
The weary, burdened souls it cheers
And banishes their guilty fears

LSB 580

6 May we in faith its message learn
Nor thanklessly its blessings spurn;
May we in faith its truth confess
And praise the Lord, our righteousness.
Text and tune: Public Domain

SERMON

Rev. Griebenaw

After the sermon, the pastor may say:

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding,
keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.
C Amen.
Stand
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Philippians 4:7

OFFERTORY

Psalm 51:10–12

Kneel (or remain standing)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

(1 Timothy 2:1–4)

P
C

In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

P

For all God’s people that as branches of the vine, all sin and dead works would be pruned and cut off
from them; and that drawing life from the Son, they would continually produce the fruits of faith and
good works, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

C
P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C

For the Church on earth, that she would be protected from all false teaching and the spirit of the Antichrist,
and so always confess Christ come in the flesh and remain faithful to Him, the only true God,
let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For all pastors and congregations, that they be guided in God’s Word and ever increase in understanding,
faith, and love for Christ, the Lamb of God led to the slaughter in our place and risen from the dead,
let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For our president and all in authority, that they may serve honorably and in accord with God’s good order,
let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For all who bear the cross in suffering and affliction of mind, body, or soul, that they would ever look
to the Lord and so fix their hearts where true joy is found, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For all who come to blessed Sacrament this day, that they may worthily eat of Christ’s true body and
most precious blood, abiding in this love of God, and God in them, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
Heavenly Father, You are gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
Hear and answer our prayers for the sake of Him who shed His blood for our redemption, Christ Jesus,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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The live-stream service concludes with the following:

LORD’S PRAYER
P
C

Matthew 6:9–13

Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

CONCLUDING COLLECT
P

C

Let us pray.
O God of all grace, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to bring life and immortality to light.
We give You thanks that by His death He destroyed the power of death and by His resurrection
He opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. Strengthen us in the confidence that because
He lives we shall live also, and that neither death nor life nor things present nor things to come
will be able to separate us from Your love, which is in Christ Jesus, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Stand

BENEDICTION
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace.
C Amen.

Numbers 6:24–26

The Divine Service continues with the Lord’s Supper for those at the church. Please sing/read aloud the closing hymn and
come by later for Holy Communion between 10:30am and 11:30am, parking by the concrete ramp along Holt Avenue.

CLOSING HYMN: Fruitful Trees, the Spirit’s Sowing

Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co.; Tune: © 1980 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000347

T SOLI DEO GLORIA T
(TO GOD ALONE BE THE GLORY)
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LSB 691

SOME FINAL THOUGHTS FROM YOUR PASTOR
Brothers and Sisters,
Alleluia! Christ is Risen! . . . He is risen, indeed! Alleluia!
And Happy Birthday Leo! Can you believe that he is already
FIVE YEARS OLD?! What happened that little boy that came
with us to El Centro back in 2016?!
We had a really great time in San Diego for Leo’s birthday!
And I’m going to give you a virtual “slide show” of some of the
highlights of the trip!
First, we have a picture of Leo with a Jaguar car! He is
“roaring” like the jaguar on the car’s badge. The funny thing is
that this is only one of SEVERAL cars that Leo asked to be
photographed next to (I have a sneaking suspicion that he might
grow up to become a car salesman!).
We also made our way to Sea World for the first time. Leo
got to pet some “baby sharks” (not really babies . . . just small,
friendly sharks). Leo also picked out a present for Sam from
the gift shop—a little stuffed puffin that Sam absolutely adores!
Leo is really good at picking gifts for his little brother. Of course,
we took the obligatory family picture at the entrance to the park.

We also made our way to the beach and got
Leo to step into the water (Sam, not so much).
Leo has been to the beach before but he didn’t
much care for it or the sand or the surf.
But this time, Leo couldn’t get enough of
the “big waves” and dancing/splashing-about
in the water as it enveloped most of our legs
(and pants).
I caught a beautiful shot of Holly and Leo
standing on the shore and looking out to sea.
Maybe he will decide to become a sailor like
his dad—the ocean sings a sweet, sweet song.
Lastly, I hope you’ll join me this week for our “Zoom” Bible Study on Tuesday at Noon as we study Psalm 40.
And then tune-in or come by in-person on Wednesday night at 7:00pm for our short prayer service. Details for how
to join the study are on our website, on our Facebook page, and sent by email to our electronic newsletter list.
Yours in Christ Jesus, +Pastor Griebenaw
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